
The New Equipping Center at Upland Community Church

Three ways you 
can get involved in 
Exponential Impact:

key dates:

1. Pray
Ask God to lead you through a process where He reveals His will for you and 
your family. Pray specifically, “God, show me what You want me to give, help me 
to do whatever it takes and to trust in Your provision.”
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own understand-
ing. Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.” 
Proverbs 3:5-6

2. Consider Your Sacrifice
Have you ever made a true financial sacrifice for God? Plan a few times to sit 
down with your family and discuss what God has done for you. Then ask, “What 
are we willing to sacrifice to impact people in our church, community and the 
Kingdom for Christ?”
“I will not sacrifice to the Lord my God offerings that cost me nothing.”  
2 Samuel 24:24

3. Commit and Trust
There will be a special time in the service on Sunday February 17th, at the 
conclusion of our 40 days of Prayer. This is when we will 1) submit our three-
year faith commitments and 2) bring the first gift you can give (towards the 
fulfillment of your three-year faith commitment), as a “first-fruits”. We serve a 
big God. May you trust that He will provide what He inspires you to give.
“Wealth and honor come from you alone, for you rule over everything. Power 
and might are in your hand, and at your discretion people are made great and 
given strength. O our God, we thank you and praise your glorious name! But who 
am I, and who are my people, that we could give anything to you? Everything we 
have has come from you, and we give you only what you first gave us!“  
1 Chronicles 29: 12-14

January 6-27,  Sermon Series- Created to Steward
This series will help us to understand being a steward 
encompasses not only all we have, but all we are in 
Christ. May God use His word to bring our attitude about 
our life In line with who He created us to be.

January 7- February 17,  40 Days of Prayer Devotional
There is nothing more powerful than God’s people 
united in prayer and study. We truly believe that through 
seeking God in His Word and through personal prayer, 
we will find what He desires in our lives. Join us as we 
walk through this 40 day journey of prayer.

January 20,, February 3 & 17. Evening Prayer Events
We believe God does a mighty work in the lives of those 
who pray. When we gather together to seek God with 
open hearts; we will realize How much we need God 
and His leading in our lives and the lives of this body. 

February 8, Leaders Commitments
We have asked the leaders of UCC to lead by example, 
by turning in their commitments first.  Asking the 
leaders to trust God and seek His leading for what He 
has placed in their hearts to do. As leaders, we want to 
follow the example of 1 Chronicles 29 and “lead the way” 
in our faith commitments.

February 17, Celebration and First Fruits Sunday
This will be the day we celebrate what God has done. 
Also the day we as a church family turn in our 3-year 
commitments that has God has inspired us to make. 
We’re asking each person in our church family to come 
on this day; ready to give the first gift they can give 
toward the fulfillment of their 3-year commitment. This 
is a “first fruits offering”, symbolizing our commitment 
of faith to follow God’s leading in our giving.
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a message from 
our lead pastor What will we gain? What will it cost?

why?

In 2 Cor 8-9,  Paul compels the believers at Corinth to fulfill the undertaking 
they started – to complete the collection for the church in Jerusalem. They had laid 
the plans. They had begun the process. Now it was time for them… to give according to 
their means (and beyond their means) of their own accord (2 Cor 8:3).   

The desire for this “Jerusalem project” had begun in the previous year. Now it was 
time for the readiness of their heart to be matched by the faithfulness of their actions. 
In this manner, I (Paul) give my judgment: this benefits you who a year ago started 
not only to do this work but also to desire to do it. So now finish doing it as well, so 
that your readiness in desiring may be matched by your completing it out of what you 
have. (2 Cor 8:10-11)

I believe that at UCC we have come to such a time. Our desire to build facilities that will 
provide adequate space for everyone in the body to “engage the Scriptures” together so 
as to “equip one another” has been present a long time. And our eagerness to expand 
our ability to connect with our community in a meaningful way continues to grow. It is 
time for the readiness of our hearts to be matched by the faithfulness of our actions.  

Paul desires that this “collection” be a willing gift, not an exaction (2 Cor 9:5). Thus, 
each must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver (v7). Such generous individual contributions bring glory 
to God as the compounded effect of these submissive acts of worship testify to the 
grace of God at work in the lives of His people (v12-13).  

May the grace of God work in us individually; that corporately we may join together to 
impact our community by equipping the generations to to minister the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ in word and deed.     

The total projected cost is $1.8 million. It is estimated that $1.2 million might be 
raised in one-time gifts and up to 3-year commitments from the congregation, 
with the additional $600,000 taken in a loan from the Christian Service 
Foundation and paid off over time.

What will it take to reach the goal?
 
GIvING UNITS 3 yEAr TOTAL COMMITMENT SUM OF COMMITMENTS  

 1 $ 200,000 $ 200,000 
 4 $ 50,000 $ 400,000 
 10 $ 20,000 $ 600,000 
 20 $ 10,000 $ 800,000 
 50 $ 4,000 $ 1,000,000 
 85 $ 2,400 $ 1,204,000

Having an “Exponential Impact” on the generations will be the goal of the new 12,500 
sq. ft. Equipping Center, with flexible classroom space, gathering area, bathrooms and a 
larger kitchen, we can:

• Focus on UCC’s mission of equipping the generations

• Tackle the primary challenge of inadequate adult Christian education space enabling 
us to better equip adults

• Provide new outreach opportunities to the community

• Create a welcoming atmosphere; while allowing natural fellowship without disturbing 
classes in session

• Provide a modern, functional feel to enhance the activities of those using the facility

• Address multiple other needs in the church through the eventual  
reallocation of space

As Upland Community Church commits to equipping the generations 
to minster the Gospel, this new Equipping Center will directly touch 
the lives of each member, each family, our community, local schools, 
businesses, government, and ministries. And the ripple effects will go 
out across the nation through our members, and around the globe – 
for God’s glory.

“Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow 
citizens with God’s people and also members of his household, built on 
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself 
as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined together 
and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are 
being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his 
Spirit.” (Ephesians 2:19- 22)

Do you have questions not 
answered here? Please call the 
church office at (765) 998-2746 
or email office@uplandcc.org.
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