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The Fellowship of Evangelical Churches is thrilled  
to unveil a new Certificate of Theology program, 
a first-of-its kind, proactive approach to pastoral 
education and credentialing. Several months in the 
making, this new certificate brings the best of top 
seminary courses to FEC pastors and leaders at a 
comfortable pace—and at a fraction of the cost of 
traditional seminary training. 

Working in conjunction with Trinity Evangelical 
Divinity School in Deerfield, Illinois; Bethel 
Seminary in Saint Paul, Minnesota; and Denver 
Seminary in Denver, Colorado, the Certificate of 
Theology program offers a set of nine, three-credit-
hour courses to help FEC ministry leaders develop 
a robust, foundational base of biblical theology. 
Participants work through the courses together  

in a group—or cohort—of 10 to 15 people, 
receiving support and mentoring every step  
of the way. 

“Increasingly,” says Tom Bennardo, director of 
pastoral development, “the new generation of  
church planters and pastors are second-career 
people, bi-vocational professionals, and self-studied 
individuals with less formal theological education. 
We want to help them attain solid theological 
training while accommodating their busy ministries 
and lifestyles.” The first cohort begins this fall,  
and spots are filling up quickly! 

To learn more about this groundbreaking 
program or to apply online, visit fecministries.
org/certificate-of-theology, or call the FEC 
office at (260) 423-3649.
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LifeChange Camp, nestled in the Ozark Mountains 
of Clinton, Missouri, is living up to its name this 

summer, impacting children, youth, and families in 
a big way. So far this season, several children have 
given their lives to Jesus, and others have made a 
recommitment of faith. According to Bill Anderson, 
camp founder and director, those decisions are thanks 
in part to this year’s theme: “Let the River Flow.” Bill 
and the camp staff have been encouraging campers  
to open themselves to the life of God through the Holy 
Spirit. “It might start small,” says Bill, “but that river 
of life can grow and make life better for us—and for 
those around us.” Please be praying for LifeChange 
Camp’s ministry this summer. And if you’d like to help 

LifeChange with building projects this coming year, 
Bill would be glad to have your support. Just call him 
at (660) 694-2528 to schedule your work group today!

The Prayer I Never Prayed LifeGate Denver  
Gears Up for Summer Nights

Thanks to building renovations throughout the  
school district where LifeGate Denver typically  

holds weekend services, the church is meeting in a new 
venue at a new time throughout the summer. This kind 
of change can be challenging for any young congregation, 
but especially one where the idea of being fully 
committed to the local church is a little foreign.  
“Many people in Denver have a ‘work hard, play hard’ 
mentality,” says Joanna Wierenga, a leadership team 
member who works with the young professionals 
ministry. That’s why LifeGate makes every effort to plug 
people into a community that feels relevant. Food trucks, 
ice cream, and an international food fair are just some 
of the ways LifeGate will draw people to their Summer 
Nights weekend services. Please be praying that people 
will be attracted to this Gospel-centered community  
and encounter a God who is powerful to change lives. 
For more information about LifeGate,  
visit lifegatedenver.com.  
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FEC is an 
answer to    

 a prayer I didn’t 
pray.” So says Nate 
Zimmerman, 
FEC’s 
administrative 
director. Born 
and raised in 
FEC at Brookside 
Church, Nate 
graduated from 
Taylor University 
and immediately 
entered the family 
business. “I enjoyed 
working with my 

family and most parts of the business,” he says, “but I 
didn’t enjoy sales.” When an opportunity opened up at 
FEC, Nate knew it was a better fit. In this position, Nate 
handles financials, offers support to missionaries and 
church planters, directs social media and marketing, 
and manages web development and leadership 
programs. “I seek to be the glue of the office—to notice 
the gaps and fill them in,” Nate says. “I’m thrilled to 
go to work and be a small part of what God is doing 
through our churches, and I’m thriving in a way I was 
not before joining FEC.” Nate looks forward to exciting 
new ventures facing FEC in the years ahead.

How LifeChange Camp and  
Retreat Center is changing lives this summer
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