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For the third year running, FEC churches 
from Fort Wayne and Kendallville 
unleashed a small army of volunteers 

throughout their cities, ready to serve in Jesus’ 
name. On August 27, 2017, 1,352 volunteers  
from six FEC churches in Fort Wayne, and  
11 area churches in Kendallville, participated  
in Engage Sunday, where they washed cars, 
weeded, and walked the streets in prayer.  
Still others painted and raked or mowed and 
mulched at multiple locations in both cities. 

New this year was a partnership with Generosity 
Feeds. By some estimates, 47% of children and 
families in Allen County still struggle with 
hunger. Working together at two different 
locations, churches in Fort Wayne packaged  
over 20,000 meals for area children. “The coolest 

part of Generosity Feeds is that the meals stay 
local,” says Phil Amburgey, director of family 
ministry at Pine Hills City Church. According  
to Phil, who personally delivered meals to a local 
family, “the meals are super tasty—and super 
easy to make.” 

As always, projects for Engage Sunday were 
many and varied, but all were united by one 
common goal—getting people out of the  
church building and into the community, 
meeting needs in tangible ways. Again this 
year, the day culminated in one giant 
worship service in each city, where everyone 
came together in a spirit of celebration and 
camaraderie. To learn more about Engage 
Sunday, visit www.engagesunday.com.

MARRIAGE RETREAT WEEKENDS
OCTOBER 27-29 & NOVEMBER 10-12 | MIRACLE CAMP

RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY!  |  miraclecamp.com/marriage

Engage Sunday unleashes an army of 
volunteers in Fort Wayne and Kendallville
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New investment fund increases 
opportunities for lasting FEC support

First-ever Young Adult Fort 
Wayne conference to focus 
on unity in Christ

Young Adults Fort Wayne, in conjunction with 
Highland Gospel Community, is gearing for its 

first-ever young adult conference this fall. Slated for 
November 3–4, the United as One conference will equip 
young people ages 18 – 35 to walk in unity with others 
in Christ. “If you look at our cultural climate right now,” 
says Trevis Hull, Young Adults Fort Wayne director, “we 
are very divided as a nation. My prayer is that, through 
this conference, we can find unity in our homes and 
our city, which will hopefully translate into unity in our 
nation and our world.” Speakers Jeff Bower, Chip Clark, 
Chris Freeman, and Eric Wood will focus on unity in 
mission, the city, the Trinity, and the church, respectively. 
The two-day conference also promises a dynamic 
worship experience. To learn more about United as 
One, or to register for this groundbreaking event, 
visit www.youngadultsfw.com.

LEGACY FUND

The Fellowship of Evangelical Churches is thrilled 
to unveil the FEC Legacy Fund (FLF), a new way 

for supporters to create a lasting legacy by investing in 
FEC initiatives and related ministries through endowed 
giving. Doug Bernath, an independent financial advisor 
who serves as vice chair of the Christian Service 
Foundation (CSF) and member of the FLF board, 
explains: “In the past,” says Doug, “if you wanted to 
give long-term money to FEC, the only place it could 
be invested was in a certificate at CSF, which tends to 
lose value over time due to inflation.” Now, thanks to 
the new FEC Legacy Fund, endowed gifts can grow 
through a diversified and solidly managed portfolio. 
The new fund will also enable FEC to take advantage 
of educational grants from large institutions. For more 
information about this powerful new giving tool, 
contact Dave Teat, Christian Service Foundation 
president, at (260) 423-3649. church

Three essentials of church planning

In my years of experience in training and coaching church planters over the years, I have come upon 
one irrefutable fact. There is absolutely nothing easy about starting a new church. It is arduous, 

difficult, and seemingly endless work. Mistakes are inevitable. But of all the mistakes we might make, 
we cannot afford to miss on what I consider to be the three essential components to any successful 
church-planting endeavor. A successful church plant requires:

 •  The Right Planter •  In the Right Place •  With the Right Plan

In baseball, it’s “three strikes and you’re out.” But if you swing and miss in any one of these three 
essential areas, you will most likely fail. So, how do you go about getting the right planter in the right 
place with the right plan? Great question—one that I’ll be unpacking over the next few issues of 
Fellowship News, so stay tuned!

by Jay Nickless, church planting field coordinator


