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When Greg and Cara Grimwood sought 
rest and renewal for God’s call in min-
istry, they returned to his hometown, 
Wooster, Ohio. As they prayed, they 
met FEC church planting leaders in Ohio 
and considered planting a church in 
Wooster. As he and Cara prayed about 
the target community, they realized that 
the south side needed a church. That 
prayer was realized on November 18, 
2018, when Southside Community 
Church launched in South Wooster.

The south side has experienced slower 
economic growth, and fewer churches 
have been established there. To reflect 
their commitment to the community 
of South Wooster, Greg and his launch 
team chose the name Southside Com-
munity Church. Then, he began the 
search for a meeting place. Locals 
repeatedly told him, “You’re not go-
ing to find anywhere to meet in South 
Wooster.” However, the team believed 
that God had called them to that part of 
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town, and He would provide a place for 
them to meet.  

After visiting possible sites, Greg said, 
“Let’s check the Best Western,” located 
near the downtown area. When he met 
the general manager and asked about 
the space, he discovered that she had 
been praying for a way to use the hotel’s 
space to serve God. The hotel manage-
ment rented the space to the church 
and provided a mail slot and storage 
closet, too. 

When the church launched on Novem-
ber 18, 141 people came to show their 
support. One woman came in a wheel-
chair from a block away; she had been 
hoping for a church in her neighbor-
hood. For many on the launch team and 
those who attended on November 18, 
prayers for South Wooster have been 
answered.
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On Sunday, November 11, 2018, Pine Hills City Church, Fort Wayne, Indiana, marked their second 
anniversary and baptized eight people. Four of those individuals live at either the Fort Wayne Rescue 
Mission or Charis House, homes for men and women who are experiencing a homeless crisis. In that 
significant moment, the people of City Church saw their mission portrayed, “to see the city of Fort 
Wayne completely transformed by the love and grace of Jesus Christ.” 

City Church has already made an impact on the community around it. Early on, they partnered with 
Harrison Hill Elementary School. As part of their Love in Action initiative, they conducted a food drive to 
supply students with food during the Christmas break. Another way that City Church members are mak-
ing an impact in the community is through an outreach to men and women who work in the local exotic 
dance clubs. Several of the women and a club bouncer have all found a church home there.

Since Easter 2018, City Church has been meeting at The Summit on the south side of Fort Wayne. Be-
cause of their location, they are a multiethnic church. On any given Sunday, a listener may hear English, 
Spanish, Filipino, French, Igbo, or Portuguese spoken in the hallways before and after worship. City 
Church is becoming a beautiful blend of Fort Wayne and the body of Christ in the heart of the city. 

Pine Hills City Church

New Financial Health Resources Support Pastors & Churches

FEC Welcomes...

“Ninety percent of pastors feel some level of financial stress in their family and church work.” That re-
search finding, published by the National Association of Evangelicals (NAE) two years ago, also revealed 
that about 30% of the pastors surveyed have $0 in personal savings. Another 30% said that they have 
an average of $36,000 in student loan debt or under $10,000 in retirement savings. Helping pastors 
who face financial challenges has been a primary concern for FEC leaders, and now, through the Lilly 
Endowment fund, free resources to train and support pastors seeking financial health are available.

Over the past few years, the Lilly Endowment has begun to invest in resources to help pastors over-
come their unique financial challenges. This year, Brian Kluth, NAE project Director for Pastor Finances, 
introduced the new resources to FEC pastors and leaders at the annual convention. 

The program offers two six-month tracks: A personal finance track and a church leadership track. Since 
August, 26 pastors have signed up to take the courses, and one person has completed a course.  When 
pastors complete the courses, they qualify for honorariums as well as grant program to help pay down 
student loans or build up retirement accounts.


