
What is our God Like?
A Study of the Incommunicable Attributes of God



What is our God like (so far) …  

1. Who is our God? God is infinite/incomprehensible! 
2. From where did God come? God is self-existent!
3. What does He need? God is self-sufficient!
4. When did He come into being? God is eternal!

 What does it mean?
 Why does it matter?
 Now what should we do?



What does it mean that 
God is “eternal”

God is self-caused … no one caused God to come into being

Genesis 1:1 … in the beginning, God (Elohim) created the heavens 
and the earth. The earth was without form and void …  

Revelation 1:8 … I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord 
God, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”

Psalm  90:1-3 … Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all 
generations. Before the mountains were brought forth, or you had 
formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are 
God. You return man to dust and say, “Return, O children of man!” 



What does it mean that 
God is “eternal”

God is everlasting … he always was, always is, always will be
Isaiah 40:28 … Have you not known, have you not heard? The Lord 
is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.

Psalm 90:2 … before the mountains were brought forth or you had 
formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are 
God

Psalm 102:25-27… of old you laid the foundation of the earth, and 
the heavens are the work of your hands. They will perish, but you will 
remain; they will all wear out like a garment. You will change them like 
a robe, and they will pass away, but you are the same, and your years 
have no end.
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What does it mean that 
God is “eternal”

Jesus and the Spirit are everlasting … they always were, 
always are, always will be

John 8:58 … Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before 
Abraham was, I am.” So they picked up stones to throw at him … 

John 17:24 … Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given 
me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me 
because you loved me before the foundation of the world.

Hebrews 13:8 … Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 
forever.
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What does it mean that 
God is “eternal”

Our Triune God “transcends” time – stands outside of 
the time that now binds us and all of creation
Time marks the beginning of created existence, and because God never 
began to exist it can have no application to Him. Began is a “time-
word,” and can have no meaning for the One that inhabits eternity.

God dwells in eternity but times dwells in Him. He has already lived all 
our tomorrows as He has lived all our yesterdays. – Tozer
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What does it mean that 
God is “eternal”

Our Triune God “transcends” time – stands outside of 
the time that now binds us and all of creation

Acts 4:25f … (Psalm 2) why did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples 
plot in vain? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers were 
gathered together, against the Lord and against his Anointed —

for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy 
servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, 
along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever your 
hand and your plan had predestined to take place … 



What does it mean that 
God is “eternal”

Our Triune God “transcends” time – stands outside of 
the time that now binds us and all of creation
Ephesians 1:3-4 … blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. 

Revelation 13:7-8 … it was allowed to make war on the saints and 
to conquer them. And authority was given it over every tribe and people 
and language and nation, and all who dwell on earth will worship it, 
everyone whose name has not been written before the foundation of the 
world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain.
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What does it mean that 
God is “eternal”

Our Triune God “transcends” time – stands outside of 
the time that now binds us and all of creation

Isaiah 40:6,8 … all flesh is grass, and all its beauty (constancy) is 
like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades   
when the breath of the Lord blows on it; surely the people are 
grass. The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God 
will stand forever. 

Romans 5:12 … just as sin came into the world through one man, 
and death through sin, and so death spread to all because all sinned
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So why does it matter that 
God is “eternal”?

God is placing eternity into us … time-bound people

Ecclesiastes 3:11 … God has made everything beautiful in its time. 
Also, he has put eternity into man's heart, yet so that he cannot find 
out what God has done from the beginning to the end.

1 Peter 1:23-25 … you have been born again, not of perishable 
seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; 
for “all flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The 
grass withers, and the flower falls, but the word of the Lord remains 
forever.”
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So why does it matter that 
God is “eternal”?

God is working in His time … not in my time or your time
We can acknowledge that there is an appropriate  time for everything, 
but we have fairly formed opinions on when those times should be. The 
time to heal is any time someone is sick … the time to die is at the end of 
a full life, not a moment before. – Wilkin

Isaiah 55:8-9 … for my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 
your ways my ways, declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts 
than your thoughts. 
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So why does it matter that 
God is “eternal”?

God will act at the right time … even while being  
summoned or mocked by those who are time bound

Luke 23:35-37 … the people stood by watching, but the rulers 
scoffed at him, saying,  He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the 
Christ of God, his Chosen One! The soldiers also mocked him offering 
him sour wine saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 

Romans 5:6 … while we were still weak, at the right time Christ 
died for the ungodly.  
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So why does it matter that 
God is “eternal”?

God will act at the right time … even while being  
summoned or mocked by those who are time bound

2 Peter 3:8-10 … do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With 
the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a 
day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand 
slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, 
but everyone to come to repentance.

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will 
disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the 
earth and everything done in it will be laid bare.



Now what do we do because 
God is “eternal”?

Confess … that you are because He is

Colossians 1:17 …  and he is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together.

Hebrews 1:3 … He is the radiance of the glory of God and the 
exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of 
his power. 



Now what do we do because 
God is “eternal”?

Acknowledge that we neither control nor understand 
time

James 4:13f … come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we 
will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and 
trade and make a profit”— yet you do not know what tomorrow 
will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a 
little time and then vanishes. Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord 
wills, we will live and do this or that.
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Now what do we do because 
God is “eternal”?

Acknowledge that we neither control nor understand 
time
We cannot find out what God has done even within the boundaries of 
our own birth and death … but this does not mean that what God is 
doing is not perfectly timed – Wilkin 



Now what do we do because 
God is “eternal”?

Release the past … nostalgia, regret, bitterness

Ephesians 4:31-32 … let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor and 
slander be put away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one 
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave 
you.

1 Corinthians 4:5 … do not pronounce judgment before the time, 
before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in 
darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will 
receive his commendation from God. 
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Now what do we do because 
God is “eternal”?

Live in the present … for the future

Matthew 6:31f … do not be anxious (about tomorrow) saying, 
‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 
wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly 
Father knows that you need them all.

Psalm 90:12 … So teach us to number our days that we may get a 
heart of wisdom. 
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Now what do we do because 
God is “eternal”?

Live in the present … for the future
I was 27 years old when I learned my days were numbered. Holding my 
then six-month-old son, two months pregnant with my daughter, I 
listened as the doctor explained I had  malignant melanoma … I had 
been given an opportunity not many 27 year olds could claim: the 
opportunity to count each of my days as precious …  



Now what do we do because 
God is “eternal”?

Surrender to the eternal God who is preparing you 
for eternity … unbound from time

1 Corinthians 15 … O death where is your sting? 

Ephesians 5:15-16 … look carefully then how you walk, not as 
unwise but as wise, making the best use of the time, because the days 
are evil.

Colossians 4:5-6 … walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the 
best use of the time. Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with 
salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each person. 
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“Behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the 

age!
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