
What is our God Like?
A Study of the Incommunicable Attributes of God



God’s Immutability 
+

Our Mutability 
=

Salvation by Grace Alone!



As nothing is more easy than 
to think, so nothing is more 
difficult than to think well –

Thomas Traherne



What is our God like (so far) …  

1. Who is our God? He is incomprehensible! 
2. From where did God come? He is self-existent!
3. What does God need? He is self-sufficient!
4. When did God come into being? He is eternal!
5. Does God change? No, He is immutable!

 What does it mean?
 Why does it matter?
 Now what should we do?



Resources

1) Scriptures – passages, proof texts, whole
2) Books –

 The Knowledge of the Holy – A W Tozer
 The Attributes of God – A W Pink
 None Like Him – Jen Wilkin



What does it mean that 
God is “immutable”

God does not change in His being/essence … character 
… He is often compared to a Rock

Deut 32:4 … the Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are just

Psalm 18:31 … who is God, but the Lord? And who is a rock, except 
our God? 

James 1:17 … every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation 
or shadow due to change (turning) …   
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What does it mean that 
God is “immutable”

God does not change in His being/essence … His 
revelation of Himself is fixed forever 

Psalm 119:89 … forever, O Lord, your word is firmly fixed in the 
heavens. Your faithfulness endures to all generations 

Isaiah 40:8 … the grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our 
God will stand forever

Malachi 3:6 … for I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O 
children of Jacob, are not consumed. From the days of your fathers you 
have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. 
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What does it mean that 
God is “immutable”

God’s attributes do not change … 

Jeremiah 31:3 … I have loved you with an everlasting love;  
therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you … 

Psalm 100:5 … his steadfast love endures forever, his faithfulness to 
all generations

Lamentations 3:22 … the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; 
his mercies never come to an end …

Psalm 30:5 … his anger is but for a moment, his favor for a lifetime

Isaiah 54:10 … the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, 
but my steadfast love shall not depart from you … 



What does it mean that 
God is “immutable”

God’s attributes do not change … 

Jeremiah 31:3 … I have loved you with an everlasting love;  
therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you … 

Psalm 100:5 … his steadfast love endures forever, his faithfulness to 
all generations

Lamentations 3:22 … the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; 
his mercies never come to an end …

Psalm 30:5 … his anger is but for a moment, his favor for a lifetime

Isaiah 54:10 … the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, 
but my steadfast love shall not depart from you … 



What does it mean that 
God is “immutable”

God’s attributes do not change … 

Jeremiah 31:3 … I have loved you with an everlasting love;  
therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you … 

Psalm 100:5 … his steadfast love endures forever, his faithfulness to 
all generations

Lamentations 3:22 … the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; 
his mercies never come to an end …

Psalm 30:5 … his anger is but for a moment, his favor for a lifetime

Isaiah 54:10 … the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, 
but my steadfast love shall not depart from you … 



What does it mean that 
God is “immutable”

God’s determinations (will/counsel) do not change …
A dilemma surfaces as we read:
Genesis 6:6 … the Lord regretted that he had made man on the 
earth, and it grieved him to his heart 

1 Samuel 15:29,35 … the Glory of Israel will not lie or have regret 
(for this decision), for he is not a man, that he should have regret … 
the Lord regretted that he had made Saul king over Israel … 

Numbers 14:12 … I will strike them with the pestilence and 
disinherit them, and I will make of you a nation greater and mightier 
than they … 
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What does it mean that 
God is “immutable”

God’s determinations (will/counsel) do not change …

If God changes His determinations, then one or more of the 
following would need to be true:

1) God lacks knowledge (lacks the foresight to anticipate 
everything that is at play in creation)

2) God lacks wisdom (not quite certain what is best)

3) God lacks power (no authority over what he has created)



What does it mean that 
God is “immutable”

God’s determinations (will/counsel) do not change …

J I Packer – Knowing God 
Wisdom without power would be pathetic, a broken reed; power 
without wisdom would be merely frightening; but in God boundless 
wisdom and endless power are united, and this makes him utterly 
worthy of our fullest trust.



What does it mean that 
God is “immutable”

God’s determinations (will/counsel) do not change …

Two solutions that liberate us from this dilemma:

1) God ordains the ends and the means to those ends
2) When speaking of himself, God often accommodates his language 

to our limited capacities. He describes himself with “eyes, ears, 
hands”, etc. He speaks of himself as “waking, rising early,” yet he 
neither sleeps nor slumbers. When he institutes a change in his 
dealing with men, he describes his course of conduct as “repenting.”
– A W Pink
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God is “immutable”

God’s determinations (will/counsel) do not change …

Job 23:13 … he is unchangeable, and who can turn him back? What 
he desires, that he does … 

Romans 11:29 … the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable

Psalm 33:10-11 … the Lord brings the counsel of the nations to 
nothing; he frustrates the plans of the peoples. The counsel of the Lord 
stands forever, the plans of his heart to all generations … 
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So why does it matter that 
God is “immutable”?

God is all that is unchanging in creation … man changes

Psalm 144:3-4 … O Lord, what is man that you regard him, or the 
son of man that you think of him? Man is like a breath; his days are like 
a passing shadow. 

Proverbs 19:21 … many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it 
is the purpose of the Lord that will stand.

Psalm 146:3-4 … put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in 
whom there is no salvation. When his breath departs, he returns to the 
earth; on that very day his plans perish … 
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So why does it matter that 
God is “immutable”?

God’s promises (declarations) are fixed … 
Romans 11:29 … the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable

Hebrews 6:13-18 … when God made a promise to Abraham, since 
he had no one greater by whom to swear, he swore by himself, saying, 
“Surely I will bless you and multiply you.” And thus Abraham, having 
patiently waited, obtained the promise. …
When God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the 
promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it 
with an oath, so that by two unchangeable things, in which it is 
impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong 
encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us. 
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So why does it matter that 
God is “immutable”?

God’s promises (declarations) are fixed … 

Romans 8:33f … Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? 
It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn … 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword … 

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 
things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.



So why does it matter that 
God is “immutable”?

God’s promises (declarations) are fixed … 

Exodus 34:6-7 … the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping 
steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and 
sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers on the children and the children's children, to the third and the 
fourth generation.



So why does it matter that 
God is “immutable”?

God’s promises (declarations) are fixed … 

Divine immutability ensures the execution of his judgments as well as 
the performance of his promises; and destroys the hope (which the 
guilty fondly cherish), that he will be lenient to his frail and erring 
creatures … dealing more lightly than the declarations of his Word 
would lead us to expect – A W Pink  
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Our unchanging God is changing us … 



So why does it matter that 
God is “immutable”?

Our unchanging God is changing us … 
When confronted with my own entrenched sin, my immediate defense is 
to say, that’s just who I am. I can’t change. Can’t change? Immutable? 
That is a lie from the pit of hell. Whether uttered in hopelessness or 
defiance, it is a lie. 
Just as my assurance of salvation rests in the fact that God cannot 
change, my hope of sanctification rests in the fact that I can. What 
greater disavowal of the gospel than to claim it is capable of changing 
every sinner’s heart but mine. The Unchanging One dispels forever “the 
myth of human immutability” by changing a heart that was once stone 
to a heart of flesh – Jen Wilkin 
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Now what do we do because 
God is “immutable”?

Stop placing hope in (on) things not changing …
I tell myself that my love of routine and aversion to change are a 
longing for the God who does not change, but if I am honest, they are 
plain idolatry. In truth, I am telling temporary, changing things, “I need 
you to be God. Please stay the same.” – Jen Wilkin 

Matthew 7:24f … building our hope on things/people/places not 
changing is building our lives on the sand 
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Now what do we do because 
God is “immutable”?

Start placing hope in God changing people …

1 John 5:14 … if we ask anything according to his will he hears us …

Exodus 19:6 … that his people will obey his voice and be a 
“kingdom of priests and a holy nation”

Daniel 9 … that he may fulfill his promise for his name’s sake …    
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