
What is our God Like?
A Study of the Incommunicable Attributes of God



What is our God like …  
God is …  

• Infinite and incomprehensible … 
• Self-existent … 
• Self-sufficient …
• Eternal …
• Immutable …
• Omnipresent … 



God is Omnipresent ...
So …

1) God does not need to “show up” because He 
is already here!
 We may need to confess His presence
 We may need to stop believing that He is not 

here when He doesn’t obey our commands
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2) God does not need to “speak up” because He 

is already speaking in His revelation to us!
 We may need to stop seeking or even tuning 

into other competing voices



Why is God’s omnipresence 
so appealing? 

Because God is Omniscient!  
He fully knows all that is … 

all that has ever been …
and all that will ever be 
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Psalm 131:1 … 
O Lord, my heart is not lifted up;

my eyes are not raised too high;
I do not occupy myself with things
too great and too marvelous for me.



What does it mean that    
God is “omniscient”

God does not change in His being/essence … character 
…



What does it mean that   
God is “omniscient”

God ‘s knowledge is perfect … complete, lacking nothing … 
nothing is missing, forgotten, overlooked, misfiled, added or 
inconsequential … 

Job 37:16 … do you know the balancing's of the clouds, the 
wondrous works of him who is perfect in knowledge … 

Psalm 147:5 … great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his 
understanding is beyond measure

h 8:10 …
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What does it mean that   
God is “omniscient”

God ‘s knowledge is perfect … complete, lacking nothing … 
nothing is missing, forgotten, overlooked, misfiled, added or 
inconsequential … 

Tozer … God possesses perfect knowledge. He has no need to learn, 
has never learned, and cannot learn. Could God at any time receive into 
His mind knowledge that He did not possess for eternity, He would be 
imperfect (incomplete).

God never discovers anything, He is never surprised, never amazed. He 
never wonders about anything nor does He seek information or ask 
questions. 
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What does it mean that   
God is “omniscient”

God ‘s knowledge is perfect … complete, lacking nothing … 
nothing is missing, forgotten, overlooked, misfiled, added or 
inconsequential … 

Isaiah 40:13f … who has measured the Spirit of the Lord, or what 
man shows him his counsel? Whom did he consult, and who made him 
understand? Who taught him the path of justice, and taught him 
knowledge, and showed him the way of understanding?

Matthew 10:29 … are not two sparrows sold for a penny and not 
one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. Even the 
hairs of your head are all numbered … 
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What does it mean that   
God is “omniscient”

God does not forget … because He is ever-present all the time … 

Wilkin … God knows all things not because He has learned them but 
because He is their origin … (Creator and Sustainer)

Isaiah 49:15f … Can a woman forget her nursing child, that she 
should have no compassion on the son of her womb? Even these may 
forget, yet I will not forget you. Behold, I have engraved you on the 
palms of my hands;
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What does it mean that   
God is “omniscient”

God does not forget … because He is ever-present all the time … 

Psalm 103:12 … as far as the east is from the west, so far does he 
remove our transgressions from us. 

Isaiah 43:25 … I am he who blots out your transgressions for my 
own sake, and I will not remember your sins.

Jeremiah 31:34 … I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember 
their sin no more … 



So why does it matter that 
God is “omniscient”?

God is all that is unchanging in creation … man changes

Psalm 144:3-4 … O Lord, what is man that you regard him, or the 
son of man that you think of him? Man is like a breath; his days are like 
a passing shadow. 

Proverbs 19:21 … many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it 
is the purpose of the Lord that will stand.

Psalm 146:3-4 … put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in 
whom there is no salvation. When his breath departs, he returns to the 
earth; on that very day his plans perish … 



So why does it matter that 
God is “omniscient”?

God knows us for who we truly are … He sees into us and 
through us

Ezekiel 11:5 … So you think, O house of Israel? I know the things 
that come into your mind

Romans 2:16 … according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of 
men by Christ Jesus … 

Isaiah 48:8f … I knew that you would surely deal treacherously, and 
that from before birth you were called a rebel. For my name's sake I 
defer my anger; for the sake of my praise I restrain it for you, that I may 
not cut you off.
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So why does it matter that 
God is “omniscient”?

God knows us for who we truly are … He sees into us and 
through us

Tozer … No talebearer can inform on us, no enemy can make an 
accusation stick; no forgotten skeleton can come tumbling out of some 
hidden closest to expose our past; no unsuspected weakness in character 
can come to light to turn God away from us, since He knew us utterly 
before we knew Him and called us to Himself in the full knowledge of 
everything that was against us.  



So why does it matter that 
God is “omniscient”?

God knows us for who we truly are … He sees into us and 
through us … 

Wilkin … you cannot bargain with God to change His plans because 
He knows how you will react in every “if-then” scenario. You cannot 
convince Him to act a certain way by presenting Him an offer of 
conditional obedience or reward. 

Any argument you present cannot offer any new insight to Him. He has 
already covenanted to do and allow only what is best for you. 

Job 36:4 … (Elihu) my words are not false; One who is perfect in 
knowledge is with you.
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So why does it matter that 
God is “omniscient”?

God knows what we cannot know …  

Psalm 131 … things too wonderful and marvelous for me?  

1 Peter 4:15 … let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an 
evildoer or as a meddler. Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not 
be ashamed … 

Ecclesiastes 12:12f … Of making many books there is no end, and 
much study is a weariness of the flesh. The end of the matter; all has 
been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole 
duty of mankind. For God will bring every deed into judgment, with 
every secret thing, whether good or evil.
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So why does it matter that 
God is “omniscient”?

God knows what we are not (yet) to know …  

Deuteronomy 29:29… the secret things belong to the Lord our 
God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children 
forever, that we may do all the words of this law …  

Wilkin … We tell ourselves that if we knew the future, we would put 
that knowledge to good use, but how likely is that? It is far more likely 
that we would use that knowledge to stoke the flames of our self-
reliance and to forward our own self interest. 

Acts 1:7 … it is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father 
has fixed by his own authority … (Matthew 24:36)
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So why does it matter that 
God is “omniscient”?

God knows what we are not (yet) to know …  

Wilkin … We want to say knowledge of tomorrow would remove our 
anxieties, but this assumes that tomorrow will hold sunshine, or that 
knowing what it holds means we could face it better. We can be certain 
that tomorrow will raise as many questions as it will answer. We can 
trust God to manage the future without our help.

Genesis 15:13 … know for certain that your offspring will be 
sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and 
they will be afflicted for four hundred years

Matthew 16:21 … Jesus began to show his disciples that he must 
go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests 
and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised … 
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Now what do we do because 
God is “omniscient”?

Practice presence by spurning the myth of distance 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 … Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the 
Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your might. And these words that I 
command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them 
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and 
when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand (work), and 
they shall be as frontlets between your eyes (think). 9 You shall write 
them on the doorposts of your house (enter) and on your gates (leave).



Now what do we do because 
God is “omniscient”?

Cease trying to know what is not for us to know …

Genesis 3:5f … God knows that when you eat of (the fruit) your 
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil. 
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 
was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make 
one wise … she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her 
husband who was with her, and he ate.  Then the eyes of both were 
opened … 
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Now what do we do because 
God is “omniscient”?

Cease trying to know what is not for us to know …

Psalm 131:2 … I have calmed and quieted my soul, like a weaned 
child with its mother; like a weaned child is my soul within me. 

DeYoung … Expecting God to reveal some hidden will of direction is 
an invitation to disappointment and indecision. 

Trusting in God’s will of decree is good. Following his will of desire is 
obedient. Waiting for his will of direction is a mess. It is bad for your 
life, harmful to your sanctification, and allows too many Christians to 
be passive tinkerers who feel strangely more spiritual the less they 
actually do. 
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Now what do we do because 
God is “omniscient”?

Cease trying to know what is not for us to know …

Decree  John 14:6 … I am the way , the truth and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me … 

Desire Matthew 28:19f … go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 
you … 

Direction  rarely revealed 



Now what do we do because 
God is “omniscient”?

Believe God already knows … the ever-present, all-powerful 
One knows

Tozer … we shall not seek to understand in order to believe, but to 
believe in order that we may understand. We shall not seek proof that 
God is wise. The unbelieving mind would not be convinced by any 
proof, and the worshipping heart needs none.

Any faith that must be supported by the evidence of the senses is not 
real faith. It is as if God were saying, “What I am is all that need 
matter to you, for there lie your hope and peace. I will do what I will do 
… trust me and be not afraid. 
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Now what do we do because 
God is “omniscient”?

Hope in God’s “meddling” …

Proverbs 19:21… many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it 
is the purpose of the Lord that will stand.

Wilkin … learn contentment in your God-ordained innocence of what 
is to come. Let God be the one who manages all knowledge. Look to the 
knowledge of who God is to remove your anxieties … 

1 Peter 5:6-7… humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty 
hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, casting all 
your anxieties on him, because he cares for you … 
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Now what do we do because 
God is “omniscient”?

Hope in God’s “meddling” …

Oswald Chambers … we are inclined to be so mathematical and 
calculating that we look on uncertainty as a bad thing. We imagine 
that we have to reach some end, but that is not the nature of the 
spiritual life. The nature of the spiritual life is that we are “certain in 
our uncertainty.”

Certainty is the mark of the common-sense life. “Gracious uncertainty” 
is the mark of the spiritual life. To be certain of God means to be 
uncertain in all our ways. This is generally said with a sigh of sadness, it 
should rather be an expression of “breathless expectation.”
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