
What is our God Like?
A Study of the Incommunicable Attributes of God



Resources and Format

1. Belief through HEARING …

Romans 10:13f … For “everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord will be saved.” How then will they call on him in 
whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in 
him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to 
hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach 
unless they are sent?

1) Scriptures – passages, proof texts, stories, 
(Psalms and Isaiah)

2) Books –
 The Knowledge of the Holy – A W Tozer
 None Like Him – Jen Wilkin
 The Attributes of God – A W Pink

3) Format –
 What does it mean? 
 So why does it matter? 
 Now what do we do?



What is our God Like …  

1. God is “incomprehensible” (uncontainable…)
2. God is “self-existent” (He alone creates…)
3. God is “self-sufficient” (in need of nothing…)
4. God is “eternal” (sees beginning and end…)
5. God is “immutable” (not possible to change…)
6. God is “omnipresent” (always present …)
7. God is “omniscient” (not adding knowledge)
8. God is “omnipotent” (all-powerful, fully able)
9. God is “sovereign” (does what please Him?...)
10. God is “transcendent” (above all creation …)



What does it mean that   
God is “transcendent?”

God is “above” creation …
Exodus 15:11 …  who is like you, O Lord, among the gods?     
Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious 
deeds, doing wonders?

Psalm 8:1 … O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in 
all the earth! You have set your glory above the heavens.

Psalm 97:8f … and the daughters of Judah rejoice,    because 
of your judgments, O Lord. For you, O Lord, are most high over 
all the earth; you are exalted far above all gods.
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What does it mean that   
God is “transcendent?”

God is “above” all of creation …
Isaiah 55:9 … as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 
my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.

Isaiah 57:15 … thus says the One who is high and lifted up, 
who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: “I dwell in the high 
and holy place, and also with him who is of a contrite and 
lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the 
heart of the contrite.
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What does it mean that   
God is “transcendent?”

God is “above” all of creation …
A W Tozer … we must keep in mind that “far above” does 
not refer to physical distance but to “quality of being.” 

We must not think of God as highest in an ascending order of 
beings. This would grant God pre-eminence, but that is not 
enough, we must grant Him transcendence.

He is as high above an archangel as above a caterpillar, for the 
gulf that separates the archangel from the caterpillar is finite, 
while the gulf between God and the archangel is infinite. 



What does it mean that   
God is “transcendent?”

God is “above” all of creation …
A W Tozer … we must keep in mind that “far above” does 
not refer to physical distance but to quality of being. 

We must not think of God as highest in an ascending order of 
beings. This would grant God pre-eminence, but that is not 
enough, we must grant Him transcendence.

He is as high above an archangel as above a caterpillar, for the 
gulf that separates the archangel from the caterpillar is finite, 
while the gulf between God and the archangel is infinite. 



What does it mean that   
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God the Son and the Spirit are “above” creation …
John 3:31 … He (Jesus) who comes from above is above all. 
He who is of the earth belongs to the earth and speaks in an 
earthly way. He who comes from heaven is above all.  

John 8:23 … Jesus said to them, “You are from below; I am 
from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world
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What does it mean that   
God is “transcendent?”

God the Son and the Spirit are “above” creation …
Hebrews 7:24f … Christ holds his priesthood permanently, 
because he continues forever … it was indeed fitting that we 
should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, 
separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. He has 
no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for 
his own sins and then for those of the people, since he did this 
once for all when he offered up himself. 



So why does it matter that 
God is “transcendent”?

It is perilous to ignore … (that God is “above” us)
Tozer … When individuals no longer fear God, they transgress 
His laws without hesitation. The fear of consequences is no 
deterrent when the fear of God is gone. 

Psalm 94:8f … Fools, when will you be wise? He who planted 
the ear, does he not hear? He who formed the eye, does he not 
see? He who disciplines the nations, does he not rebuke? He 
who teaches man knowledge — the Lord—knows the thoughts 
of man, that they are but a breath … 



So why does it matter that 
God is “transcendent”?

It is perilous to ignore … (that God is “above” us)
Tozer … When individuals no longer fear God, they transgress 
His laws without hesitation. The fear of consequences is no 
deterrent when the fear of God is gone. 

Psalm 94:8f … Fools, when will you be wise? He who planted 
the ear, does he not hear? He who formed the eye, does he not 
see? He who disciplines the nations, does he not rebuke? He 
who teaches man knowledge — the Lord—knows the thoughts 
of man, that they are but a breath … 



So why does it matter that 
God is “transcendent”?

It is perilous to ignore … (that God is “above” us)
Tozer … When individuals no longer fear God, they transgress 
His laws without hesitation. The fear of consequences is no 
deterrent when the fear of God is gone. 

Psalm 94:8f … Fools, when will you be wise? He who planted 
the ear, does he not hear? He who formed the eye, does he not 
see? He who disciplines the nations, does he not rebuke? He 
who teaches man knowledge — the Lord—knows the thoughts 
of man, that they are but a breath … 



So why does it matter that 
God is “transcendent”?

It is perilous to ignore … (that God is “above” us)
Tozer … When individuals no longer fear God, they transgress 
His laws without hesitation. The fear of consequences is no 
deterrent when the fear of God is gone. 

Psalm 94:8f … Fools, when will you be wise? He who planted 
the ear, does he not hear? He who formed the eye, does he not 
see? He who disciplines the nations, does he not rebuke? He 
who teaches man knowledge — the Lord—knows the thoughts 
of man, that they are but a breath … 



So why does it matter that 
God is “transcendent”?

It is perilous to ignore … (that God is “above” us)
Jeremiah 23:23f … Am I a God at hand, and not a God far 
away? Can a man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot 
see him? Do I not fill heaven and earth? 

Tozer … the fear of God is more than a natural apprehension 
of danger. It is an acute feeling of personal insufficiency in the 
presence of the Almighty God. When God appeared to men (in 
scripture) the results were the same – an overwhelming sense 
of terror and dismay, a wrenching sensation of sinfulness and 
guilt. [Abraham, Moses, Isaiah … ] 
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So why does it matter that 
God is “transcendent”?

It is humbling to embrace … (that God is above us)
Isaiah 40:21f … Do you not know? Do you not hear? Has it 
not been told you from the beginning? Have you not 
understood from the foundations of the earth? It is he who sits 
above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like 
grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and 
spreads them like a tent to dwell in; who brings princes to 
nothing, and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness. 
Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their 
stem taken root in the earth, when he blows on them, and they 
wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble.
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So why does it matter that 
God is “transcendent”?

It is humbling to embrace … (that God is above us)
Joni Eareckson Tada – 50th anniversary of diving accident
Quotes from one who embraces God’s transcendence … 
1. It sounds incredible, but I really would rather be in this 

wheelchair knowing Jesus as I do than be on my feet 
without him … 

2. If I were to nail down suffering’s main purpose, I’d say it’s 
the textbook that teaches me who I really am.

3. Ten words have set the course for my life: God permits 
what he hates to accomplish what he loves.
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Now what do we do because 
God is “transcendent”?

Cease striving against God long enough to 
rejoice in His transcendence
Numbers 23:19 … God is not man, that he should lie, or a 
son of man, that he should change his mind. Has he said, and 
will he not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it?
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Now what do we do because 
God is “transcendent”?

Experience transcendence now through God
Isaiah 57:15 … thus says the One who is high and lifted up, 
who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: I dwell in the high 
and holy place, and also with him who is of a contrite and 
lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the 
heart of the contrite. 
John 17:14f … I have given them your word, and the world 
has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am 
not of the world. I do not ask that you take them out of the 
world, but that you keep them from the evil one. They are not 
of the world, just as I am not of the world. Sanctify them in 
the truth; your word is truth. 
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Now what do we do because 
God is “transcendent”?

Experience transcendence now through God
Psalm 113:7f … He raises the poor from the dust and lifts 
the needy from the ash heap, to make them sit with princes … 
He gives the barren woman a home, making her the joyous 
mother of children. Praise the Lord!
2 Corinthians 4:16f … though our outer self is wasting 
away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this light 
momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of 
glory beyond comparison, as we look not to the things that 
are seen but to the things that are unseen. The things that are 
seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.
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