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Revelation 1:9-20 The Whole Christ

Though John saw many strange
monsters in his vision, he saw no creature
so wild as one of his own commentators.
(GK Chesterton, Orthodoxy, p29)

4 Point Plan To Avoid the Ditches of
Indifference and Infatuation
1)
2)
3)
4)

Remember the “writer”: the Apostle John
Appreciate the “age”: 1st century
Recognize the “genre”: apocalyptic/prophetic
Recall the “audience”: the 7 churches in Asia
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Summary from Week One
(Revelation 1:1-8)

Grace to you and peace … (from the Godhead)
1. Because of who Christ is  ruler of the kings
of the earth!
2. Because of who Christ has made you to be in
His kingdom  priests to the world!
3. Because God is the alpha and omega  He
owns (invests) each day!

Am I turning toward … or away from
the “whole Christ?”
1. Importance of …
• Seeing oneself “in light of Christ” (v9-12a)
• Seeing the “whole Christ” (v12b-16)
2. Receiving one’s “commission in Christ”
(v17-19)

Seeing oneself in light of
Christ
(freeing one’s spirit)

Revelation 1:9f … I, John, your brother and partner in the
tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance that
are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the
word of God and the testimony of Jesus. I was in the Spirit on
the Lord's day …
I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet saying, “Write
what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches,” then
I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me …
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Seeing the whole Christ
(enriching one’s mind)

Revelation 1:12-16 … on turning I saw …

REVELATION 1:12-16
… on turning I saw seven golden
lampstands, and in the midst of
the lampstands one like a son of
man, clothed with a long robe
and with a golden sash around his
chest. The hairs of his head were
white, like wool, like snow. His
eyes were like a flame of fire, his
feet were like burnished bronze,
refined in a furnace, and his voice
was like the roar of many waters.
In his right hand he held seven
stars, from his mouth came a
sharp two-edged sword, and his
face was like the sun shining in
full strength.
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Receiving one’s commission
(unbinding one’s hands)

Rev 1:17f … when I saw him, I fell at His feet as though dead.
But He laid His right hand upon me, saying, “Fear not, I am
the first and the last, and the living one. I died, and behold I
am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.
Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are
and those that are to take place after this …
John receives a commission and begins to write with …
• A spirit “set free” to worship
• A mind “enriched” by God’s words
• Hands “unbound” from any personal vision
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Entering His Story …
If a believer seeks a commission from Christ …
1. Prepare our spirit  ease and comfort are out,
hardship and suffering are in
2. Prime our mind  immerse our minds in God’s
word (especially the parts that confuse us)
3. Unbind our hands  release our vision so we may
receive a commission
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