
All Things NEW: 
A Study of the Gospel of MARK

“Fresh Joy for the Meek!”
(Mark 7:24-37)



MARK 7 … 

What makes one 
unclean? 



ISAIAH 29:13 … 
… this people draw near with their mouth and honor me         

with their lips, while their hearts are far from me,
and their fear of me is a commandment taught by men … 



ISAIAH 29:17f … 

Is it not yet a very little while until 
Lebanon shall be turned into a 

fruitful field, and the fruitful field 
shall be regarded as a forest?

In that day, the deaf shall hear the 
words of a book, and out of their 

gloom and darkness the eyes of the 
blind shall see. The meek shall 

obtain fresh joy in the Lord, and the 
poor among mankind shall exult in 

the Holy One of Israel.



Tamar the Canaanite (Genesis 38)
Rahab of Jericho (Joshua 2)
Ruth the Moabite (Ruth 1-4)

The Widow of Zarephath (1 Kings 17; Luke 4:25f)
Naaman the Syrian (2 Kings 5)

GOD making HIMSELF known to the WORLD …



Tamar the Canaanite (Genesis 38)
Rahab of Jericho (Joshua 2)
Ruth the Moabite (Ruth 1-4)

The Widow of Zarephath (1 Kings 17; Luke 4:25f)
Naaman the Syrian (2 Kings 5)

GOD making HIMSELF known to the WORLD!



Tamar the Canaanite (Genesis 38)
Rahab of Jericho (Joshua 2)
Ruth the Moabite (Ruth 1-4)

The Widow of Zarephath (1 Kings 17; Luke 4:25f)
Naaman the Syrian (2 Kings 5)

GOD making HIMSELF known to the WORLD!



Tamar the Canaanite (Genesis 38)
Rahab of Jericho (Joshua 2)
Ruth the Moabite (Ruth 1-4)

The Widow of Zarephath (1 Kings 17; Luke 4:25f)
Naaman the Syrian (2 Kings 5)

GOD making HIMSELF known to the WORLD!



Tamar the Canaanite (Genesis 38)
Rahab of Jericho (Joshua 2)
Ruth the Moabite (Ruth 1-4)

The Widow of Zarephath (1 Kings 17; Luke 4:25f)
Naaman the Syrian (2 Kings 5)

GOD making HIMSELF known to the WORLD!



MARK 7:24-37

1) The MEEK receive their joy (v24-30)
2) The MUTE speak distinctly (v31-37)

What do Jesus’ DISCIPLES see?



The MEEK receive
their JOY

(Mark 7:24-30)



MARK 7:24 … 
From there (Galilee), Jesus 

arose and went away to the 
region of Tyre and Sidon.  

And he entered a house and 
did not want anyone to know, 
yet he could not be hidden …



The MEEK receiving their JOY
(Mark 7:24-37)

Mark 7:25f … immediately a woman whose little daughter had an 
unclean spirit heard of him and came and fell down at his feet. Now the 
woman was a Gentile, a Syrophoenician by birth. And she begged him to 
cast the demon out of her daughter … 

Not a Jew … a “Canaanite (Syrophoenician) mother”
Educated? Poor? Privileged? 

“Unclean” – no access to Synagogues or Rabbis



The MEEK receiving their JOY
(Mark 7:24-37)

Mark 7:27 … and Jesus said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is 
not right to take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs”… 

Did Jesus just call her (or her child) a dog?
Dogs = unclean and wild, not “domesticated” pets?

Are some “born” clean and others unclean?



The MEEK receiving their JOY
(Mark 7:24-37)

Mark 7:27 … and Jesus said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is 
not right to take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs”… 

1 KINGS 3:25f … divide the living child in two and give half to the one 
and half to the other … then the mother whose son was alive said to 
the king, “Oh, my lord, give her the living child, and by no means put 
him to death” … then Solomon said, “Give the living child to the first 
woman … she is his mother.”



The MEEK receiving their JOY
(Mark 7:24-37)

Mark 7:27 … and Jesus said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is 
not right to take the children's bread and throw it to the dogs”… 

ISAIAH 49:6 … it is too light a thing that you (the LORD) should be  
my Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back the 
preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that  
my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”



The MEEK receiving their JOY
(Mark 7:24-37)

Mark 7:28 … she answered Jesus, “Yes, Lord; yet even the dogs under 
the table eat the children's crumbs” … 

I do not come because I AM WORTHY …  
I come because GOD IS MERCIFUL!

She knows the character of God revealed through the   
Scriptures – His MERCY, GRACE, KINDNESS!



The MEEK receiving their JOY
(Mark 7:24-37)

Mark 7:29-30 … and Jesus said to her, “For this statement you may go 
your way; the demon has left your daughter.” And she went home and 
found the child lying in bed and the demon gone … 

No further words, no touch needed.
She has heard, received, turned, and been forgiven!
This meek mother of Lebanon has received her joy!



The MUTE speak 
DISTINCTLY

(Mark 7:31-37)



MARK 7:31 … 
then Jesus returned from   

the region of Tyre and went 
through Sidon to the Sea of 
Galilee, in the region of the 

Decapolis …



The MUTE speak DISTINCTLY
(Mark 7:31-37)

Mark 7:32… and they brought to Jesus a man who was deaf and had a 
speech impediment, and they begged him to lay his hand on him … 

“DEFILED” = Gentile or a Jew living in the Decapolis 
His ears and his tongue are “not functioning”

MARK 5:20 … and the man went away and began to proclaim in the 
Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, and everyone marveled.
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The MUTE speak DISTINCTLY
(Mark 7:31-37)

Mark 7:33-35 … taking him aside from the crowd privately, Jesus put his 
fingers into his ears, and after spitting touched his tongue. Looking up to 
heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 
His ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly.

Opts for a private rather than public healing …?



The MUTE speak DISTINCTLY
(Mark 7:31-37)

Isaiah 32:3-4 … the ears of those who hear will give attention. And the 
heart of the hasty will understand and know, and the tongue of the 

stammerers will hasten to speak distinctly.

Isaiah 35:5-6 … the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped; then shall the 
lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For 

waters break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert … 



The MUTE speak DISTINCTLY
(Mark 7:31-37)

Mark 7:36-37 … and Jesus charged them to tell no one. But the more 
Jesus charged them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. And they 
were astonished beyond measure, saying, “He has done all things well. 
He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak”…?

They cannot cease singing this song of creation!



RELEASE 
&

RE-CREATION 



What is MARK telling his readers about the 

Nature of JESUS?

RELEASE and RE-CREATION 

1. No Land. No Person is off limits to 
God’s mercy and grace!

ROMANS 10:10f … with the heart one 
believes is justified and with the mouth one 

confesses and is saved … everyone who 
believes in him will not be put to shame! 



What is MARK telling his readers about the 

Nature of JESUS?

RELEASE and RE-CREATION 

1. No Land. No Person is off limits to 
God’s mercy and grace!

ROMANS 10:10f … with the heart one 
believes is justified and with the mouth one 

confesses and is saved … everyone who 
believes in him will not be put to shame! 



What is MARK telling his readers about the 

Nature of JESUS?

RELEASE and RE-CREATION 

1. No Land. No Person is off limits to 
God’s mercy and grace!

ROMANS 10:10f … with the heart one 
believes is justified and with the mouth one 

confesses and is saved … everyone who 
believes in him will not be put to shame! 



What is MARK telling his readers about their 

OWN NATURE?

RELEASE and RE-CREATION 

1. What one hears in Jesus’ words 
reveals what is in the heart.

2. Examine our own heart. Is it meek 
(poised to receive) or is it proud 
(poised to be offended)?
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What is a SOWER of the GOOD SEED

to HEAR and RECEIVE? 

RELEASE and RE-CREATION 

Sowers are called to proclaim GOD’s WORDS to all –

ROMANS 10:14 … how are they to believe in him of whom they have 
never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 
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What is a SOWER of the GOOD SEED

to HEAR and RECEIVE? 

RELEASE and RE-CREATION 

2.  Sowers are ministers of RECONCILIATION, not condemnation 

2 CORINTHIANS 5:16-19 … we regard no one according to the flesh … 
if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; the 
new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to 
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God 

was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation!



The MEEK and the PROUD await

God’s words from a sower –

one will be offended, 

but the other will 

receive, turn, and 

be forgiven. 
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A Study of the Gospel of MARK

“Fresh Joy for the Meek!”
(Mark 7:24-37)


