
All Things NEW: 
A Study of the Gospel of MARK

“Deciding or Decided on Jesus?”
(Mark 8:1-21)



Still Deciding 
or 

Already Decided?



1 CORINTHIANS 1:22-25  

… for Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but 
we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 
folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews 

and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and 

the weakness of God is stronger than men. 



The Decided and the Deciding …?

1)  Why have the “decided” already decided against Jesus? 
Have they sealed their fate or does hope remain?

2) How do the “deciding” move to confess Jesus as Messiah?
Do they really need more information … or do they need to 
release their grip on their “demands”?



MARK 8:1-21

1)    Compassion for the “Gentiles” (v1-9)
2)    No sign for this “Generation” (v10-12)
3)    A Warning for the “Twelve” (v13-21)

Deciding on the 
SUFFICIENCY of Jesus



Compassion for 
the “Gentiles”

(Mark 8:1-9)



MARK 8:1-3 … 
In those days, when again a great crowd had 
gathered, and they had nothing to eat, Jesus 
called his disciples to him and said to them,   
“I have compassion on the crowd, because 

they have been with me now three days     
and have nothing to eat. And if I send them 
away hungry to their homes, they will faint  
on the way. And some of them have come 

from far away.”



Feeding of the 5000 vs. 4000

5000 men 4000 men

“Jews” in Galilee “Gentiles” in Decapolis

Driven by Compassion of 
Jesus (no shepherd)

Driven by Compassion of 
Jesus (no food)

Listened to Jesus for 1 day Listened to Jesus for 3 days

12 “small baskets” left over 7 “large baskets” left over



Compassion for the “Gentiles”
(Mark 8:1-9)

Mark 8:4-5 … Jesus’ disciples answered him, “How can one feed these 
people with bread here in this desolate place?” And he asked them, 
“How many loaves do you have?” They said, “Seven”…

Providing a “word of comfort” for Jesus?
Assuring that they have enough for themselves?



Compassion for the “Gentiles”
(Mark 8:1-9)

Mark 8:6-7 … And Jesus directed the crowd to sit down on the ground. 
And he took the seven loaves, and having “given thanks”, he broke them 
and gave them to his disciples to set before the people; and they set 
them before the crowd. (And they had a few small fish. And having 
blessed them, he said that these also should be set before them) …

Jesus offers a “thanksgiving grace” (word used in 1 Cor 11:24)! 
He directs the Twelve to eat among the “unclean” Gentiles! 



Compassion for the “Gentiles”
(Mark 8:1-9)

Mark 8:6-7 … And Jesus directed the crowd to sit down on the ground. 
And he took the seven loaves, and having “given thanks”, he broke them 
and gave them to his disciples to set before the people; and they set 
them before the crowd …

Gal 2:12 … before certain men came from James, Peter was eating 
with the Gentiles; but when they came, he drew back and separated 
himself, fearing the circumcision party … 



Compassion for the “Gentiles”
(Mark 8:1-9)

Mark 8:8-9 … and they ate and were satisfied. And they took up the 
broken pieces left over, seven “baskets” full! And there were about four 
thousand people. And Jesus sent them away…

Basket = Hamper (word used in Acts 9:25)



Feeding the 4000 “Gentiles”

JESUS



To the Twelve



To the Gentiles present



To the families/friends of the Gentiles 



No Sign for 
this “Generation”

(Mark 8:10-12)



MARK 8:10 …
And immediately Jesus got into the     
boat with his disciples and went to   

the district of Dalmanutha …

Thriving Galilean fishing district
Likely “Magdala” 



No Sign for this “Generation”
(Mark 8:10-12)

Mark 8:11-12 … the Pharisees came and began to argue with Jesus, 
seeking from him a sign from heaven to test him. And he sighed deeply 
in his spirit and said, “Why does this generation seek a sign? Truly, I say 
to you, no sign will be given to this generation” ….

Sadness and exasperation …
Who is “this generation?” 



PSALM 95:8f … today, if you hear his voice, do not harden    
your hearts, as at Meribah, as on the day at Massah in the 
wilderness, when your fathers put me to the test … though   

they had seen my work. For forty years I loathed that
generation and said, “They are a people who go astray              

in their heart, and they have not known my ways.”

“This GENERATION”
Those who struggle to see God at work and hear His words 

because their confidence in their decision as to “who God should 
be” and “what God should do” continually leads their hearts astray 

(away from who God is, what He is doing).
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MATTHEW 12:39f … an evil and adulterous 
generation seeks a sign, but no sign will be given to 
it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For just as 
Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly 
of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three 
days and three nights in the heart of the earth.



No Sign for this “Generation”
(Mark 8:10-12)

If you are the Messiah, I expect you to _________ !

Magic … Miracles … Might?   
Can Jesus _____?  Will Jesus ______? 

Should Jesus _______?



A Warning for 
the “Twelve” 
(Mark 8:13-21)



MARK 8:13-14 … 
Jesus left the Pharisees, got into 
the boat again, and went to the 

other side. Now the disciples had 
forgotten to bring bread, and they 

had only one loaf with them in 
the boat … 

Across the Sea of Galilee to 
“Bethsaida” 



A Warning for the “Twelve”
(Mark 8:13-21)

Mark 8:15-16 … and Jesus cautioned the disciples, saying, “Watch out; 
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.” And 
they began discussing with one another the fact that they had no bread. 

What is this stark warning? 
Leaven = generally “corruption” (powerful)

GALATIANS 5:9 … a little leaven leavens the whole lump!



Negating our need for 
REPENTANCE

LEAVEN of the PHARISEES … “traditions 
(attainable) and hypocrisy” (fake)         
establish a standard of righteousness           
one  can keep … and dismiss one’s need         
for Christ to redeem.

LEAVEN of HEROD … “riches (satisfy greed) 
and immorality” (appease lust) which allows 
any standard with which one is comfortable … 
and dismisses one’s need for Christ to redeem.



Negating our need for 
REPENTANCE
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immorality” (appease lust) which allows any 
standard with which one is comfortable … and 
dismisses the need for Christ to redeem.



A Warning for the Apostles
(Mark 8:13-21)

Mark 8:17-18 … aware of this, Jesus said to them, “Why are you 
discussing the fact that you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive or 
understand? Are your hearts hardened? Having eyes do you not see, 
and having ears do you not hear? And do you not remember? … 

What prevents them from “seeing, hearing, and understanding?”



A Warning for the Apostles
(Mark 8:13-21)

Mark 8:19-21 … “when I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how 
many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up?” They said to him, 
“Twelve.” “And the seven for the four thousand, how many baskets full 
of broken pieces did you take up?” And they said to him, “Seven.” And 
he said to them, “Do you not yet understand?”

What more are you EXPECTING to see?
Why are you still “DECIDING” …? 



DECIDED
or 

DECIDING? 



STILL DECIDING …?

What will move the “deciding” to confess 
Jesus as Messiah? Do they need more 
information or signs from Jesus … or do they need to release 
their grip on their demands of Jesus? 

What’s the BIGGEST PROBLEM before us? (God? Them? Us?)
1)    The generation in the wilderness …?
2)    The generation of the Twelve …?
3)    Our generation …?



STILL DECIDING …?

What will move the “deciding” to confess 
Jesus as Messiah? Do they need more 
information or signs from Jesus … or do they need to release 
their grip on their demands of Jesus? 

What’s the BIGGEST PROBLEM before us? (God? Them? Us?)
)    The generation in the wilderness …?
2)    The generation of the Twelve …?
3)    Our generation …?



STILL DECIDING …?

What will move the “deciding” to confess 
Jesus as Messiah? Do they need more 
information or signs from Jesus … or do they need to release 
their grip on their demands of Jesus? 

What’s the BIGGEST PROBLEM before us? (God? Them? Us?)
1)    The generation in the wilderness …?
2)    The generation of the Twelve …?
3)    Our generation …?



STILL DECIDING …?

What will move the “deciding” to confess 
Jesus as Messiah? Do they need more 
information or signs from Jesus … or do they need to release 
their grip on their demands of Jesus? 

What’s the BIGGEST PROBLEM before us? (God? Them? Us?)
1)    The generation in the wilderness …?
2)    The generation of the Twelve …?
3)    Our generation …?



STILL DECIDING …?

What will move the “deciding” to confess 
Jesus as Messiah? Do they need more 
information or signs from Jesus … or do they need to release 
their grip on their demands of Jesus? 

What’s the BIGGEST PROBLEM before us? (God? Them? Us?)
1)    The generation in the wilderness …?
2)    The generation of the Twelve …?
3)    Our generation …?



ALREADY DECIDED …?

Why have the “decided” already 
decided against Jesus? Is there any 
hope? Is their fate sealed?

What makes one so steadfastly confident in themselves, 
and willfully hardened against the real Jesus? 

God can still break the hardest soul … 
Manasseh
Saul of Tarsus 
you and me 
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