
All Things NEW: 
A Study of the Gospel of MARK

“Seeing and Seeing Clearly”
(Mark 8:22-33)



Why are the “decided” already decided against Jesus?

Why are the “deciding” still deciding?

Deciding on the 
SUFFICIENCY of Jesus



Two Things to Be Aware of:

1)  Evil (Serpent) will often “identify” as good

2)  Good (God) does not change

Deciding on the 
SUFFICIENCY of Jesus



Seeing … 

and 

Seeing Clearly



Seeing … 
and 

Seeing Clearly!

MARK 8:22-33

1)  Living Parable in Bethsaida (about Peter)
2)  Divine Vision in Caesarea (for Peter)
3)  Satanic Blindness in the Twelve (in Peter) 



A Living Parable about Peter
(Mark 8:22-26)



A Warning from Jesus!
(Mark 8:15)

LEAVEN of the PHARISEES = “traditions
(attainable) and hypocrisy” (fake)         
establish a standard of righteousness           
one can keep (publicly) … and dismiss             
the need for Christ to redeem.

LEAVEN of HEROD = “riches (satisfy greed) and 
immorality” (appease lust) which allows any 
standard with which one is comfortable … and 
dismisses the need for Christ to redeem.



MARK 8:22 … 
And they came to Bethsaida. 

And some people brought to Jesus a blind 
man and begged him to touch him.

Bethsaida = Peter’s hometown
Who can heal the blind?



A Living Parable
(Mark 8:22-26)

Mark 8:23-24 … Jesus took the blind man by the hand and led him out 
of the village, and when he had spit on his eyes and laid his hands on 
him, he asked him, “Do you see anything?” And he looked up and said, 
“I see people, but they look like trees, walking.” 

John 9:2 … his disciples asked, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, 
that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, 
or his parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him.  
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A Living Parable
(Mark 8:22-26)

Mark 8:23-24 … Jesus took the blind man by the hand and led him out 
of the village, and when he had spit on his eyes and laid his hands on 
him, he asked him, “Do you see anything?” And he looked up and said, 
“I see people, but they look like trees, walking.” 

Is this a fail …? 
Technically, he can see, but functionally, he is still blind!



A Living Parable
(Mark 8:22-26)

Mark 8:25-26 … then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he 
opened his eyes, his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly.  
And Jesus sent him to his home, saying, “Do not even enter the village.” 

By the hand of Jesus → total blindness to “seeing”  
By the hand of Jesus → “seeing” to seeing clearly 



A Divine Vision for Peter
(Mark 8:27-30)



MARK 8:27a … 

And Jesus went on with his disciples 
to the villages of Caesarea Philippi.

Historical “Worship Center” 
of false gods

“Baal” by the Canaanites
“Pan” by the Greeks

“Caesar” by the Romans 



A Divine Vision for Peter
(Mark 8:27-30)

Mark 8:27b … and on the way Jesus asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that I am?” …

What are you hearing? 
What is influencing you as you “decide who I am?”



A Divine Vision for Peter
(Mark 8:27-30)

Mark 8:28 … and they told Jesus, “John the Baptist; and others say, 
Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” And he asked them, “But who 
do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.” …

Looking for a Jesus to bring back the glory of the past …?



A Divine Vision for Peter
(Mark 8:27-30)

Mark 8:28-29 … and they told Jesus, “John the Baptist; and others say, 
Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” And he asked them, “But who 
do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.” …

“Seeing” the Anointed One of God sent to us! 

MATTHEW 16:17 … blessed are you … for flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 



A Divine Vision for Peter
(Mark 8:27-30)

Mark 8:30 … and Jesus strictly charged them to tell no one 
about him …

You are not yet ready to proclaim this bedrock confession!

You are seeing, but not seeing clearly …

You will misrepresent who the Messiah is to the world!



A Satanic Blindness in Peter
(Mark 8:31-33)



The Theological Summit in the Gospel of Mark 



A Satanic Blindness in Peter
(Mark 8:31-33)

Mark 8:31-32a … Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must 
suffer many things, be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the 
scribes, be killed, and after three days rise again. He said this plainly …

ACTS 4:27f … truly in this city there were gathered against your 
holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do 
whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place
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suffer many things, be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the 
scribes, be killed, and after three days rise again. He said this plainly …

ACTS 4:27f … in this city there were gathered against your holy 
servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, 
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A Satanic Blindness in Peter
(Mark 8:31-33)

Mark 8:32b-33 … Peter took Jesus aside and began to rebuke him. 
But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get 
behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of 
God, but on the things of man.”

You are demoralizing the guys! TRUE
We will never let this happen to you! SINCERE

There is another, better way! SATANIC



A Satanic Blindness in Peter
(Mark 8:31-33)

Mark 8:32b-33 … Peter took Jesus aside and began to rebuke him. 
But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get 
behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of 
God, but on the things of man.”

Things of MAN = victory over “my enemies” (no cross necessary)
Things of GOD = victory over “the enemy” (cross required)



SEEING … 
or 

SEEING CLEARLY? 



Where is Jesus leading us?



SEEING … 
or 

SEEING CLEARLY? 
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