
All Things NEW: 
A Study of the Gospel of MARK

“Battling Invasive Truth”
(Mark 9:30-41)
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Has He Really Said …?
(Genesis 3)
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Mark 8:29 … Jesus IS the MESSIAH

Mark 8:31 … Jesus IS to be rejected/killed 

Mark 9:2 … Jesus IS the SON of MAN 

Mark 9:23 … Jesus IS PREPARING believers



Has He Really Said …?
(Genesis 3)

Mark 9:35 … a follower IS a servant to all 

Mark 9:40 … Jesus IS our authority 



Strange New World – Carl Trueman 
How thinkers and activists redefined identity 

and sparked the sexual revolution

… each one of us has his/her own way of 
realizing our humanity, and this is important to 

live it out against surrendering to conformity 
with a model imposed on us from outside, by 

society, or the previous generation, or religious 
or political authority – p23 



Strange New World – Carl Trueman 
How thinkers and activists redefined identity 

and sparked the sexual revolution

What TRUTH must we EMBRACE to follow Jesus?

What BELIEF must we RELEASE to follow Jesus?
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Burdened by Truth

Brooding over Glory

Coping with Authority

So what …?
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How Much Will this Cost Me?



Burdened over Truth
(Mark 9:30-32)

v30 … they went on from there 
and passed through Galilee. And 

Jesus did not want anyone to know 
for he was teaching his disciples …  



Burdened over Truth
(Mark 9:30-32)

v31 … Jesus was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man 
is going to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And 
when he is killed, after three days he will rise!”

This is a foundational truth!
This is the invasive truth they are resisting!



Burdened over Truth
(Mark 9:30-32)

Acts 2:23 … this Jesus, who was delivered up according to the definite 
plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of 
lawless men … 
Acts 2:24 … but God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because 
it was not possible for him to be held by it … 
Acts 2:37f … when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said 
to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” And 
Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized … in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins! 
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Burdened over Truth
(Mark 9:30-32)

v32 … but his disciples did not understand the saying and were afraid to 
ask him …”

What don’t they understand?
Why are they afraid to ask?



Burdened over Truth
(Mark 9:30-32)

v32 … but his disciples did not understand the saying and were afraid to 
ask him …”

Are they afraid to understand this saying?
Do they believe Jesus’ way is “a way, not the only way?”

It is easier to ignore Jesus’ words than to engage with Him?
Do they prefer their “imaginary Jesus” to the one before them?
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Unwilling to Move?



Brooding over Glory
(Mark 9:33-37)

v33-34 … they came to Capernaum. And when Jesus was in the house he 
asked them, “What were you discussing on the way?” But they kept 
silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was 
the greatest …”

Peter, James, John – we saw Moses and Elijah!
Matthew – I have the most money!

Simon the Zealot – I have a cache of weapons!
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Brooding over Glory
(Mark 9:33-37)

v35 … Jesus sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If 
anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all …”

Jesus clearly knew their thoughts!
No questions. No engagement.



Brooding over Glory
(Mark 9:33-37)

v35 … Jesus sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If 
anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all …”

Phil 2:5-8 … have this mind … which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he 
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in 
the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross … 



Brooding over Glory
(Mark 9:33-37)

v36f … and Jesus took a child and put him in the midst of them, and 
taking him in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever receives one such 
child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not 
(only) me but him who sent me …”

Glory will never be found by posturing for position
Glory is found by ceasing to serve yourself to serve others
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Coping with Authority
(Mark 9:38-41)

v38 … John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out 
demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not 
following us!”

Confessing? Tattling?
Jealousy? Power struggle? 



Coping with Authority
(Mark 9:38-41)

v39f … Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no one who does a mighty work 
in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. For the one 
who is not against us is for us. For truly, I say to you, whoever gives you 
a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ will by no means 
lose his reward …”

There are only those who are for and those who are against!



Coping with Authority
(Mark 9:38-41)

Mark 9:40 … the one who is not against us is for us …? 

Matthew 12:30 … whoever is not with me is against me, and 
whoever does not gather with me scatters. 

Philippians 1:15f … some preach Christ from envy and rivalry, 
but others from good will. The latter do it out of love… the 
former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition … what then? Only 
that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is 
proclaimed, and in that I rejoice …
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So what do we do …?

Identify one TRUTH I need to ENGAGE …
Identify one BELIEF I need to RELEASE …

Share them with ONE other person.
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So what do we do …?

Identify one TRUTH I need to ENGAGE …
Identify one BELIEF I need to RELEASE …
Identify one BELIEVER I need to TELL!



All Things NEW: 
A Study of the Gospel of MARK

“Battling Invasive Truth”
(Mark 9:30-41)


