
“WHAT IS THE TRIUMPH?”
(MARK 11:1-11)



The Theological Summit in the Gospel of Mark 



JOURNEY to JERUSALEM

MARK 11:1 … they drew near to 
Bethphage, Bethany, at the Mount 

of Olives … 

THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY …? 
(into Jerusalem)

What/whose is the triumph?
What/who is being defeated? 



A COVENANT PROMISE
between two parties 

GENESIS 2:24 … a man shall 
leave his father and mother 

and hold fast to his wife, they 
shall become one flesh …

REVELATION 19:7 … the 
marriage of the Lamb has 
come, and his Bride has 
made herself ready …



The TRIUMPHAL ENTRY
(Mark 11:1-11)

a) Jesus’ PREPARATION
b) The Bride’s RECEPTION
c) Jesus’ REACTION

What/whose is the triumph?

What/who was defeated?



The PREPARATION …?



The PREPARATION …?
(Mark 11:1-3)

Genesis 3:15 … (God said) my offspring shall bruise your head
(serpent), and you shall bruise his heel.”

Ephesians 1:4 … he chose us in him before the foundation of 
the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him … 



The PREPARATION …?
(Mark 11:1-3)

Genesis 3:15 … (God said) my offspring shall bruise your head 
(serpent), and you shall bruise his heel.”

Ephesians 1:4 … he (God) chose us in him (Christ) before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless 
before him … 



The PREPARATION
(Mark 11:1-3)

v1-3 … when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at 
the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said, “Go into 
the village in front of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a 
colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. If anyone 
says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it and 
will send it back here immediately.’”

Zechariah 9:9 … your king is coming to you; righteous and having 
salvation, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey 
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The PREPARATION
(Mark 11:4-6)

v4-6 … they found a colt tied at a door outside, and they untied it. And 
some of those standing there said to them, “What are you doing, 
untying the colt?” And they told them what Jesus had said, and they let 
them go …

Jesus come arrive by the means foretold by the prophets … 
He will arrive humbly on a donkey colt, not on a war horse …

He is righteous and bringing salvation! 



The RECEPTION …?



The RECEPTION
(Mark 11:7-10)

v7-10 … they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and 
he sat on it. And many spread their cloaks on the road, and others 
spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. And those who 
went before and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed 
is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming 
kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!”

Many celebrate!



The RECEPTION
(Mark 11:7-10)

v7-10 … THOSE WHO CELEBRATE  →

Jesus arrives on a colt (Zech 9:9) … like a king
Some sacrifice their cloaks (2 Kings 9:13) … to honor a king
Others wave branches (Lev 23:40) … in celebration before the LORD
Many shout out Messianic greetings! 

- Hosanna! (save us we pray)
- Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord (Ps 118:26)
- Blessed is the coming kingdom of David (2 Sam 7:14)



The RECEPTION
(Mark 11:11)

v11 … THOSE WHO OBJECT →

LUKE 19:39 … and some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, 
“Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” 

ISAIAH 53:2 … he had no form or majesty that we should look at 
him, and no beauty that we should desire him. He was despised 
and rejected by men …  twelve …



The RECEPTION
(Mark 11:11)

v11 … THOSE WHO OBJECT →

MARK 11:11 … Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. 
And when he had looked around at everything, as it was already 
late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve …

Jesus is not celebrated inside the walls of Jerusalem …
He spends the “wedding night” in Bethany!



The REACTION
(LUKE 19:41)



The REACTION
(LUKE 19:41)

Jesus mourns her unwillingness to receive Him … 
and He prepares to pour out His love for His adulterous bride!



The REACTION
(LUKE 19:41)

Jesus fulfilled the promises spoken by the prophets of God …               
and He fulfilled the Law written by God. 

Yet, He was rebuffed by His own … and wept out of the                      
depth of His love for the people of God!



The TRIUMPHAL 
ENTRY

(Mark 11:1-11)

1. Whose is the triumph?
2. What is the triumph?
3. Who was defeated?
4. What was defeated?



The Triumph? 

- The TRIUMPH belongs to Jesus, the Christ, 
the Son of the Living God

- The TRIUMPH is His eternal faithfulness to 
His bride, that He came ready to die to free 
His bride from her bondage to a false lover 



The Defeat? 

- The DEFEAT belongs to the Serpent, the 
tempter, the deceiver, the destroyer 

- The DEFEAT is breaking the bonds our 
passion and our will has over us that we 
may be free to love Christ alone!



Is it CONDITIONAL …?

I will do my part if you do your 
part (in the way I expect)!

Adam?

Noah?

Abraham?

Moses?

David?

Disciples?

A COVENANT PROMISE
between two parties
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Is it UNCONDITIONAL …?

I will do my part even if you   
fail to do your part!

There is no need for an   
ATONING DEATH! 

There is no hope for 
REDEMPTION, FORGIVENESS,       

and TRANSFORMATION!

A COVENANT PROMISE
between two parties
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It is CONTRA-CONDITIONAL!

I will do my part and when you 
fail, I will do your part!

Christ denied himself to fulfill 
for His bride what she was 

unable/unwilling to do. 

He did it that she might live in 
eternity with Him!

A COVENANT PROMISE
between two parties



It is CONTRA-CONDITIONAL!

I will do my part and when you 
fail, I will do your part! 

Christ denied himself to fulfill 
the condition that His bride was 

unable/unwilling to meet. 

He did it that she might live in 
eternity with Him!

A COVENANT PROMISE
between two parties



“WHAT IS THE TRIUMPH?”
(MARK 11:1-11)


