
Fruit, Faith, and Forgiveness
(MARK 11:12-33)



Why are “FIG TREES devoid of figs” an 
OFFENSE to the AUTHOR of CREATION?



PURPOSE of a PEACH TREE

Does the SIZE of the 
tree matter?

Does the SHAPE of 
the tree matter? 



PURPOSE of a PEACH TREE

LUKE 3:9 … even now the 
axe is laid to the root of the 
tree. Every tree that does 
not bear fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire.

My tree 



PURPOSE of a PEACH TREE

LUKE 3:9 … even now the 
axe is laid to the root of the 
tree. Every tree that does 
not bear fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire.

Solitary  fruit 



JOURNEY to JERUSALEM



JOURNEY to JERUSALEM

What does Jesus find? 

A fig tree devoid of figs?
A Temple devoid of worship?

“Worshippers” devoid of faith?
Leaders devoid of submission?
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JOURNEY to JERUSALEM

What does Jesus find? 

A FIG TREE devoid of FIGS
A TEMPLE devoid of WORSHIP
WORSHIPPERS devoid of FAITH

LEADERS devoid of SUBMISSION
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A Fig Tree Devoid of Figs?
(Mark 11:12-14)

v12-13 … on the following day, when they came from Bethany, Jesus 
was hungry. And seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see 
if he could find anything on it. When he came to it, he found nothing 
but leaves, for it was not the season for figs …

Pleasing (promising) from afar …
It was deceiving … it was fruitless! 



A Fig Tree Devoid of Figs?
(Mark 11:12-14)

v14 … and Jesus said to the fig tree, “May no one ever eat fruit from you 
again.” And his disciples heard it …

Not a fit of anger … a judgment!
The first layer of a “parabolic sandwich!” 



A Temple Devoid 
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A Temple Devoid of Worship?
(Mark 11:15-19)

v15-17 … Jesus entered the temple and began to drive out those who 
sold and those who bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables 
of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons. And 
he would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple. And 
he was teaching them and saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house 
shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? But you have made 
it a den of robbers.”  



A Profitable, Political Temple?

Animals and pigeons had been sold in the Mount of Olives for a 
long time, but only in 30AD did the temple hierarchy authorize 
sales in the temple precinct itself, perhaps so they could get a 

cut of the profits and have control over the procedure.
Caiaphas instituted this practice in the Court of the Gentiles. 

– (Ben Witherington, p315)



A Temple Devoid of Worship?
(Mark 11:15-19)

PROFANING GOD’S NAME!

- Money-changing
- Selling of pigeons 
- Allowing people to “cut   

through” the temple
- Not a house of prayer for          

“all ethnicities”
- A den of robbers



A Temple Devoid of Worship?
(Mark 11:15-19)

v18 … the chief priests and the scribes 
heard it and were seeking a way to destroy 
him, for they feared him, because all the 
crowd was astonished at his teaching.  

The leaders fear Jesus’ “popularity” …         
but they do not fear God!

They are blinded by politics, power,        
and profits!
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Worshippers Devoid of Faith?
(Mark 11:20-25)

v20-22 … in the morning, they saw the fig tree 
withered away to its roots. And Peter 
remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look!   
The fig tree that you cursed has withered.”   
And Jesus answered them, “Have faith in God!”

With God’s SUSTAINING BLESSING removed, 
destruction is imminent – for the FIG TREE, the 

TEMPLE, the WORSHIPPER, and the LEADER! 



Worshippers Devoid of Faith?
(Mark 11:20-25)

v23 … truly, I say to you, whoever says 
to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and 
thrown into the sea,’ and does not 
doubt in his heart, but believes that 
what he says will come to pass, it will 
be done for him … 

Not a recipe for “name it claim it” … 
a prophesy concerning the Temple!

Have faith in God’s will!



Worshippers Devoid of Faith?
(Mark 11:20-25)

v24f … I tell you, whatever you ask in 
prayer, believe that you are receiving 
it, and it will be yours. And whenever 
you stand praying, forgive, if you have 
anything against anyone, so that your 
Father also who is in heaven may 
forgive you your trespasses?

UNBELIEF and UNFORGIVENESS       
are big mountains
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Leaders Devoid of Submission?
(Mark 11:27-33)

v27-28 … And they came again to Jerusalem. And as Jesus was walking 
in the temple, the chief priests and the scribes and the elders came to 
him, and they said to him, “By what authority are you doing these 
things, or who gave you this authority to do them?”

Jesus has derailed the Caiaphas profit train … 
and interfering with their hard-earned political power! 



Leaders Devoid of Submission?
(Mark 11:27-33)

v29f … Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one question; answer me, and 
I will tell you by what authority I do these things. Was the baptism of 
John from heaven or from man? 

Was John the Baptist God’s prophet? 
Is repentance the “narrow gate” into the Kingdom of God? 
(Who gave authority to the one who prepared the way?)



Leaders Devoid of Submission?
(Mark 11:27-33)

v30f … They discussed it with one another, saying, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But shall we 
say, ‘From man’?”—they were afraid of the people, for they all held that 
John really was a prophet. 

What is driving their decision?



Leaders Devoid of Submission?
(Mark 11:27-33)

v33 … they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And Jesus said to them, 
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.” 

Don’t know = REFUSE to admit!

REFUSE to admit the need for REPENTANCE + REFUSE to admit 
the need of ATONEMENT = REFUSE to see the WORK of God! 



FRUIT, FAITH, and FORGIVENESS

Have FAITH in GOD!
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PURPOSE of a PEACH TREE

Declare the 
FAITHFULNESS 

of God!

Is it producing fruit?
Is it able? Willing?

My tree 



PURPOSE of a CHURCH

My tree 

LUKE 3:9 … even now the 
axe is laid to the root of the 
tree. Every tree that does 
not bear fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire.



PURPOSE of a CHURCH

My tree 

Declare the 
FAITHFULNESS 

of God!

Are we producing fruit?
Are we able? Willing?
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PURPOSE of a WORSHIPPER

Declare the 
FAITHFULNESS 

of God!

Am I producing fruit?
Am I able? Willing?

My tree 



PURPOSE of a DISCIPLE

LUKE 13:6-9 … a man had a fig tree planted in his 
vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none. 
And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now 
I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find none. 

Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ 

And he answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until 
I dig around it and put on manure. Then if it should      

bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not,                
you can cut it down.’



Fruit, Faith, and Forgiveness
(MARK 11:12-33)


