
King of the Mount
(MARK 12:1-34)



HAVE FAITH in GOD!
In who God is …

In what God has said in His word … 
In what God is doing in the world!



… to AVOID  
A TEMPLE devoid of WORSHIP …
WORSHIPPERS devoid of FAITH …
LEADERS devoid of SUBMISSION! 



Zeal for your house 
has consumed me … 

(Psalm 69:6)



Can Jesus be King of the 
Temple Mount?  

HERODIANS – HOPE is in a ROYAL LINE
SADDUCEES – HOPE is in a PRIESTLY LINEAGE

SCRIBES – HOPE is in KEEPING the LAW
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Who is SUFFICIENT to STAND on the 
TEMPLE MOUNT?



KING of the MOUNT!
(Mark 12:1-34)

The CHALLENGERS 

1. HERODIANS → denying God’s word 
by “ignoring” it … (impractical)

2. SADDUCEES → denying God’s word 
by “judging” it … (not authentic) 

3. PHARISEES → denying God’s word 
by “adding” to it … (insufficient)



PARABLE 
on 

AUTHORITY 
(Mark 12:1-12)



A Parable on AUTHORITY
(Mark 12:1-12)

ISAIAH 5:1-2 … my beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. He 
dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he 
built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in 
it; and he looked for it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes …

Exposing “wild” hearts and motives



A Parable on AUTHORITY
(Mark 12:1-12)

v1 … Jesus began to speak to them in parables. “A man planted a 
vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a pit for the winepress and 
built a tower and leased it to tenants and went into another country …

Fence for protection … winepress for harvest
Tower for watching … tenants to manage 



A Parable on AUTHORITY
(Mark 12:1-12)

v2f … when the season came, he sent a servant … 
to get some of the fruit of the vineyard … they beat him and sent him 
away empty-handed … he sent another … they struck him … treated him 
shamefully … he sent another, and him they killed. And so with many 
others … he had one other, a beloved son. Finally, he sent him saying, 
‘They will respect my son.’ But those tenants said to one another, ‘This is 
the heir. Come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ And they 
took him and killed him and threw him out of the vineyard …



A Parable on AUTHORITY
(Mark 12:1-12)

v9 … what will the owner of the vineyard do? 
He will come and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to others!

MATTHEW – this “verdict” is proclaimed by the people
LUKE – “Surely not!”  (Who will “the others” be?)



A Parable on AUTHORITY
(Mark 12:1-12)

v10f … Have you not read this Scripture: “‘The 
stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was 
the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?” (PSALM 118:22-23)

The MESSIAH is the CORNERSTONE of God’s Kingdom!
The challengers are rejecting the STONE because … 

they’ve REPURPOSED the Temple and the world! 



A Parable on AUTHORITY
(Mark 12:1-12)

v12 … and they were seeking to arrest him but 
feared the people, for they perceived that he had told the parable 
against them … 

They are offended by the STONE because … 
they’ve REPURPOSED God’s Kingdom for their glory!

Are we REPURPOSING the CHURCH? 
Have we REPURPOSED CHRIST?
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Cowardly, Scheming 
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Cowardly, Scheming HERODIANS 
(Mark 12:13-17)

v13-14 … they sent to Jesus some of the Pharisees and 
some of the Herodians, to trap him in his talk. And they
came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are true and do not 
care about anyone's opinion. For you are not swayed by appearances, 
but truly teach the way of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or 
not? Should we pay them or should we not?”.”  

False coalition … false sincerity … false piety!



Cowardly, Scheming HERODIANS 
(Mark 12:13-17)

v15-17 … knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them, 
“Why put me to the test? Bring me a denarius … they
brought one. 
And he said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” They said 
to him, “Caesar's.” Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the things that 
are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God’s …”  

Unmasking actors … exposing theatrics
They are fully invested in Caesar’s world



RENDER = pay the debt 
that is owed!
(Mark 12:13-17)

DEBT to CAESAR? Yes. Caesar is the temporary ruler in place by 
the hand of God to keep order in their world and fulfill 
God’s purposes (Romans 13:1, 1 Peter 2:13, John 19:11) 

DEBT to GOD? Yes. God is our Creator, Sustainer, and Redeemer. 
We owe Him our adoration, devotion, and trust. 



Bold, Scoffing 
SADDUCEES 
(Mark 12:18-27)



Bold, Scoffing SADDUCEES 
(Mark 12:18-27)

v18-23 … Sadducees came (who say that there is no 
resurrection). “Teacher, Moses wrote that if a man’s 
brother dies and leaves a wife, but leaves no child, the man must take 
the widow and raise up offspring for his brother (Deut 25:5f)

There were 7 brothers; the first took a wife, and when he died left no 
offspring. And the second … and the seven left no offspring. Last of all 
the woman also died. In the resurrection … whose wife will she be? 

They leverage levirate marriage as a weapon! 
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Bold, Scoffing SADDUCEES 
(Mark 12:18-27)

v24-25 … Jesus said, “Is this not the reason you are
wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures
nor the power of God? For when they rise from the dead, they neither 
marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.  

What made them IGNORANT of the Scriptures?

The reason for marriage …?



Bold, Scoffing SADDUCEES 
(Mark 12:18-27)

v26-27 … as for the dead being raised, have you not 
read … how God spoke to Moses saying, ‘I am the 
God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not 
God of the dead, but of the living. You are quite wrong.”   

Ignorance of the Scriptures makes them ignorant of the Power of God!

EXODUS 3:6 … “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he 
was afraid to look at God …



Devout, Captivated SCRIBE  
(Mark 12:28-34)



Devout, Captivated SCRIBE
(Mark 12:28-34)

v28 … and one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with 
one another, and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, 
“Which commandment is the most important of all?”

Captivated by Jesus’ words and ways!  
Which of the 613 commands is most important? 



Devout, Captivated SCRIBE
(Mark 12:28-34)

v29f … Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The 
Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and 
with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 

Loving God and loving others is bound together?



Devout, Captivated SCRIBE
(Mark 12:28-34)

v32f … and the scribe said to Jesus, “You are right, Teacher. You have 
truly said that he is one, and there is no other besides him. And to love 
him with all the heart and with all the understanding and with all the 
strength, and to love one's neighbor as oneself, is much more than all 
whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 

To obey is better than sacrifice!
The moral law exceeds the ceremonial law …?



Moral vs. Ceremonial Law

1 SAMUEL 15:22 … “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings 
and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is 
better than sacrifice … (Samuel to King Saul)

HOSEA 6:6 … I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of 
God rather than burnt offerings … 

PSALM 40:6-8 … in sacrifice and offering you have not delighted, but 
you have given me an open ear. Burnt offering and sin offering you 
have not required. Then I said, “Behold, I have come; in the scroll of 
the book, it is written of me: I delight to do your will, O my God; your 
law is within my heart.”



Devout, Captivated SCRIBE
(Mark 12:28-34)

v34 … and when Jesus saw that the scribe answered wisely, he said to 
him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And after that no one 
dared to ask him any more questions …  

Jesus is not offended … 
The scribe is well positioned to receive Jesus as Messiah!



Who is SUFFICIENT 
to Stand on the 
Temple Mount? 



Who is SUFFICIENT to Stand on 
the Temple Mount? 

• SCHEMERS/SCOFFERS will be ANGERED/OFFENDED 
by the words of Christ 

• Those SUBMISSIVE to who God is, SENSITIVE to what 
He has said, and SEARCHING for what He is doing in 
the world, will be WELCOMED
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WHO AM I? 

SCHEMER … barter with the 
world? Craft a scheme to add on 
what God “needs”?

• SCOFFER … cut & paste His            
word? Deny all that offends 
me? Scoff at this world? 

• SEARCHER … captivated by the 
depth of His words & His work? 
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WHO AM I? 

CHALLENGE

1) Find a passage this week 
that “offends” you … 

2) And purposefully 
surrender to it!



King of the Mount
(MARK 12:1-34)


