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This cannot possibly be true!
You are absolutely right!
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Repairing Imagination
(Mark 12:35-44)

3 Teachings …

1. A Careful EXPOSITION of Psalm 110:1 … (v35-37)
2. A Critical ASSESSMENT of the Scribes … (v38-40)
3. A Surprising COMMENDATION of a poor widow … (v41-44)

A CHALLENGE to our IMAGINATIONS?
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A Careful EXPOSITION
(Mark 12:35-37)

SETTING

John 8:20 … Jesus taught in the temple; but no one arrested him, 
because his hour had not yet come … 



A Careful EXPOSITION
(Mark 12:35-37)

MARK 12:35-37 … as Jesus taught in the temple, he said, “How can the 
scribes say that the Christ is the son of David? David himself, in the Holy 
Spirit, declared, “‘The LORD said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I 
put your enemies under your feet.”’ (Psalm 110:1)
David himself calls him Lord. So how is he, David’s son?” And the great 
throng heard him gladly.

LORD = Yahweh
Lord = Adonai (Lord of lords)
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Our BELIEFS erect BOUNDARIES limiting IMAGINATION!
1) I know what is best for me!
2) God knows what is best for me!
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The “ANOINTED” is the son of David … but not ONLY the son of David!

PSALM 110:1 … the LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, until I 
make your enemies your footstool.”

2 SAMUEL 7:14 … I (Yahweh) will establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever. I will be to him a father, he shall be to me a son.

PSALM 2:7 … the LORD said to me (the Anointed One), “You are my 
Son; today I have begotten you.”



A Careful EXPOSITION
(Mark 12:35-37)

The “ANOINTED” is the son of David … but not ONLY the son of David!

PSALM 110:1 … the LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, until I 
make your enemies your footstool.”

PSALM 2:8-9 … ask of me (Yahweh), I will make the nations your 
heritage, the ends of the earth your possession. You (Anointed) 
shall break them with a rod of iron, dash them in pieces like a 
potter's vessel.”

Adonai is the son of David … and the very Son of God!



A Careful EXPOSITION
(Mark 12:35-37)

MARK 12:37 … and the great throng heard him gladly.

OFFENSE, not EDUCATION was (is) the BARRIER to receiving Jesus!
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A Critical ASSESSMENT
(Mark 12:38-40)

MARK 12:38-40 … in his teaching Jesus said, 
“Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in 
long robes and like greetings in the marketplaces 
and have the best seats in the synagogues and the 
places of honor at feasts, who devour widows' 
houses and for a pretense make long prayers. 
They will receive the greater condemnation.” 
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Walk around to be noticed by others …
Seek admiring greetings in public …

Sit up front by the scrolls …
Take the places of honor at feasts … 
Who take advantage of widows …  

(Hospitality? Estates?)
Make long prayers to be heard … (Mt 6:5)  
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MARK 12:40 … they will receive the greater condemnation.” 

DEUT 17:18f … when he (king) sits on the throne … he shall write for 
himself a copy of this law, approved by the Levitical priests. It shall be 

with him, and he shall read in it all the days of his life, that he may learn 
to fear the Lord his God by keeping all the words of this law and these 
statutes, and doing them, that his heart may not be lifted up above his 

brothers, and that he may not turn aside from the commandment … 

JAMES 3:1 … not many of you should become teachers … for you know 
that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness …
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A Surprising ASSESSMENT
(Mark 12:41-44)

MARK 12:41-44 … Jesus sat down opposite the treasury and watched 
the people putting money into the offering box. Many rich people put in 
large sums. And a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, 
which make a penny. And he called his disciples to him and said to them, 
“Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who 
are contributing to the offering box.  For they all contributed out of their 
abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all 
she had to live on.”



A Surprising ASSESSMENT
(Mark 12:41-44)

JESUS SEES (1 SAMUEL 16:7) … the Lord sees not as man sees: man 
looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.”

JESUS HONORS (PSALM 146:5) … blessed is the one whose help is the 
God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD their God … the LORD lifts up 
those who are bowed down, the LORD loves the righteous …

JESUS BLESSES (MATTHEW 5:3) … blessed are the poor in spirit for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven …

POVERTY? POWER? POSITION?
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A CHALLENGE 
for our IMAGINATIONS?

Have I become LOST in … 

Who God is?
What He has said?
What He is doing?



A CHALLENGE 
for our IMAGINATIONS?

1) Have I become too comfortable 
with what I believe? Is it leading         
me to minimize, misinterpret, or    
even dismiss what God has said?

2) Where may I need to move from, 
“that cannot possibly be true!”           

to “this is absolutely right!”?
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1 CORNTHIANS 13:11-12 …
when I was a child, I spoke like a 

child, I thought like a child, I 
reasoned like a child. When I 

became a man, I gave up childish 
ways. For now, we see in a mirror 
dimly, but then face to face. Now I 

know in part; then I shall know fully, 
even as I have been fully known.
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