
The Power of Providence!
(MARK 13)



TRUE 
or 

FALSE
PROPHECY?



TRUE 
or 

FALSE
PROPHECY?



RESPONSES?

Time for a new pastor?
One cannot know the 

future?
How/when should we 

get ready?
God would not cause/ 
allow for such pain?



RESPONSES?

Time for a new pastor?
One cannot know the 

future?
How/when should we 

get ready?
God would not cause/ 
allow for such pain?



RESPONSES?

Time for a new pastor?
Can he really know  the 

future?
How/when should we 

get ready?
God would not cause/ 
allow for such pain?



RESPONSES?

Time for a new pastor?
Can he really know  the 

future?
How/when should we 

get ready?
God would not cause/ 
allow for such pain?
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Time for a new pastor?
Can he really know  the 

future?
How/when should we 

get ready?
Why would God cause/ 

allow such pain???



Why would God 
CAUSE/ALLOW 

such physical and 
relational pain?



Are We Pain Avoiders?
… pain-pleasure is becoming the western worldview. 

It is the basis on which our culture is making decisions … 

In a pain-pleasure worldview, you make decisions based 
on what feels good to you and what makes you happy. 
Your identity is as a pleasure seeker and a pain avoider.

David Williams, MD 

(Gospel Coalition article August 15, 2018)



Herod’s Temple 

MARK 13:1 … 
Look, Teacher! What 

beautiful stones and what 
beautiful buildings!
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Tainted Faith? (v1-4)

Coming Crises! (v5-23)

The Conquering Christ! (v24-37)

The Power of Providence! 



PROVIDENCE?

God’s Purposeful Sovereignty



Tainted
Faith?  

(Mark 13:1-4)



Tainted Faith?
(Mark 13:1-4)

MARK 13:1-2 … as Jesus came out of the temple, 
one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, 
what wonderful stones and what wonderful 
buildings!” And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these 
great buildings? There will not be left here one 
stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” 

1 CORINTHIANS 15:24fr … then comes the end, when he delivers 
the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and 
every authority and power …  
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Tainted Faith?
(Mark 13:1-4)

MARK 13:1-2 … as Jesus came out of the temple, 
one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, 
what wonderful stones and what wonderful 
buildings!” And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these 
great buildings? There will not be left here one 
stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” 

I cannot but think that it was because God had doomed this city 
to destruction, as a polluted city, and was resolved to purge his 

sanctuary by fire, that he cut off those who clung with such 
tender affection – Josephus (War 4.5.2 323)



Tainted Faith?
(Mark 13:1-4)

MARK 13:3-4 … as Jesus sat on the Mount of Olives 
opposite the temple, Peter , James, John, and 
Andrew asked him privately, “Tell us, when will 
these things be, and what will be the sign when all 
these things are about to be accomplished?.” 

When will this be? 
What sign should we be looking for? 
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Coming Crises!
(Mark 13:5-23)

JOB 2:4-6 … Satan answered the Lord and said, “Skin for skin! All that a 
man has he will give for his life. But stretch out your hand and touch his 
bone and his flesh, and he will curse you to your face.” And the Lord said 
to Satan, “Behold, he is in your hand; only spare his life.”



Hear of Coming Crises!
(Mark 13:5-23)

MARK 13:5f … Jesus began to say to them, “See that no 
one leads you astray. Many will come in my name, saying,
‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray.  And when you 
hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. This 
must take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will 
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be 
earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. These are but the 
beginning of the birth pains … 

Wars … MUST take place? 
Earthquakes, famines … JUST the beginning?



Experience Coming Crises!
(Mark 13:5-23)

MARK 13:9f … be on your guard. They will deliver you over to councils, 
you will be beaten in synagogues, you will stand before governors and 
kings for my sake, to bear witness before them. The gospel must first be 
proclaimed to all nations. When they bring you to trial … do not be 
anxious beforehand what you are to say, but say whatever is given you in 
that hour, for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit. 
Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and 
children will rise against parents and have them put to death. And you 
will be hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endue
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MARK 13:9f … be on your guard. They will deliver you over to councils, 
you will be beaten in synagogues, you will stand before governors and 
kings for my sake, to bear witness before them. The gospel must first be 
proclaimed to all nations. When they bring you to trial … do not be 
anxious beforehand what you are to say, but say whatever is given you in 
that hour, for it is not you who speak, but the Holy Spirit. 
Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and 
children will rise against parents and have them put to death. And you 
will be hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who endures to the 
end will be saved …



Cannot Avoid the Coming Crises!
(Mark 13:5-23)

MARK 13:14f … when you see the abomination of desolation standing 
where he ought not to be (let the reader understand), then let those 
who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let the one who is on the 
housetop not go down … let the one who is in the field not turn back … 
Alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants 
… pray that it may not happen in winter. In those days there will be such 
tribulation as has not been from the beginning of the creation that God 
created until now, and never will be …



Cannot Avoid the Coming Crises!
(Mark 13:5-23)

MARK 13:20f … if the Lord had not cut short the days, no human being 
would be saved. But for the sake of the elect, whom he chose, he 
shortened the days. 
And then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘Look, there 
he is!’ do not believe it. For false christs and false prophets will arise and 
perform signs and wonders, to lead astray, if possible, the elect. But be 
on guard; I have told you all things beforehand …

Unimaginable tribulation … that God shortens?
Unimaginable heresies … that God is detailing beforehand?



SUMMARY 

God has ordained purposeful, sovereign works that 
will generate pain. We will hear about them, 
experience them, and be unable to avoid them!

- They cannot take away our freedom to worship!
- They may take away our worship of freedom!
- They will purify the faith of the faithful! 
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MARK 13:24f … in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be 
falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. And 
then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power 
and glory. And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect 
from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.

The end of the heavens and earth (2 Pet 3:10)
Christ returns in Triumph! (Dan 7:13)

The great multitude is gathered! (Rev 7:9)



The Conquering Christ!
(Mark 13:24-37)

MARK 13:28f … “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch 
becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near. 
So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is 
near, at the very gates. Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass 
away until all these things take place. Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will not pass away … 

The signs will begin soon!
Heaven and earth will end!

My words will live into eternity!



The Conquering Christ!
(Mark 13:24-37)

MARK 13:32f … concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not 
even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on 
guard, keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come. 
It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper 
to stay awake. Therefore, stay awake—for you do not know when the 
master of the house will come … lest he come suddenly and find you 
asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.”
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Are we READY to 
PROCLAIM? 

Can we HEAR of (or 
EXPERIENCE) crisis and … 

- BELIEVE in God’s 
GOODNESS?

- TRUST in His       
PURPOSES?
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from a bucket, and are 
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Rejoice in the LORD   
ALWAYS!

ISAIAH 45:21 … there is no 
other god besides me, a 

righteous God and a Savior; 
there is none besides me.

Turn to me and be saved, all the 
ends of the earth! For I am God, 

and there is no other.
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