
Will the Gospel Continue?
(MARK 16:9-20)



The Tomb is Empty!
Jesus is risen as He said!

His followers will see Him again!
You are messengers of this to others!



Amazement! Fear ... Discomfort … Doubt?



Amazement! Fear ... Discomfort … Doubt?

1. When Jesus TEACHES (1:22; 9:32; 10:24,32; 12:17)

2. When Jesus CASTS out DEMONS (1:27; 5:15,42; 9:15)

3. When Jesus HEALS the SICK (2:12; 5:33)

4. When Jesus CALMS the SEA (4:41; 6:51)

5. When Jesus RISES from the DEAD (16:8)

Jesus’ words and actions generate amazement and fear 
as they challenge all that we believe to be true!



Mark 16:9-20
An addendum …?

MINOR DISPUTE

MINOR → these verses supply no unique content, nor 
do they contradict content found in the other gospels. 

DISPUTE → these verses are not present in the oldest 
manuscripts of Mark’s gospel in Greek, Latin, Syriac, 

Aramaic, and Armenian.

Was John Mark the author of these verses?

Should these verses be included in his gospel? 
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Mark 16:9-20
An addendum …?

Was John Mark the author of these verses?

• Rough transition from Mark 16:8 to 9 …

• New vocabulary (18 new words) …

• Different structure and voice … 

Has a "scribe” added a circulated writing on three of  
Jesus’ post resurrection appearances?   



Mark 16:9-20
An addendum …?

Should these verses be included in Mark’s gospel?

• The two oldest manuscripts lack these verses …

• 2nd century church father knew of them but did not include them …

• 4th century church fathers write that no Greek manuscripts 
available to them have these verses  

Were these verses added to assist readers as the gospel             
spread more widely? 



Mark 16:9-20
An addendum …?

NECESSARY CONCLUSIONS?

Is my Bible errant? No. The Bible continues to 
prove itself accurate. 

Should I tear Mark 16:9-20 out of my Bible?         
Not necessary. This text has been present for 2000 

years; no unique or contradictory teaching.



The RISEN CHRIST … 
1) Swallows up death (for us) …v9
2) Overpowers unbelief (in us) … v10-16
3) Confirms the Good News (through us)  

… v17-20



The Risen Christ SWALLOWS 
up death (for us)!



The Risen Christ Swallows 
Up Death for us! 

MARK 16:9 … now when Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he 
appeared first to Mary Magdalene (Jn 20:14), from whom he had cast 
out seven demons (Lk 8:2) …  

Isaiah 25:7-8 … the LORD will swallow up on this mountain the 
covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all 
nations. He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will wipe 
away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take 
away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken.
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The Risen Christ Swallows 
Up Death for us! 

MARK 16:9 … now when Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he 
appeared first to Mary Magdalene (Jn 20:14), from whom he had cast 
out seven demons (Lk 8:2) …  

Worldly label = a PATHETIC witness (unreliable and irrational)  
God’s standard = a PERFECT witness (redeemed and devoted)



The Risen Christ Swallows 
Up Death for us! 

PSALM 146:5-9 … blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose 
hope is in the Lord his God, who made heaven and earth, the sea, and 
all that is in them, who keeps faith forever; who executes justice for the 
oppressed, who gives food to the hungry. 
The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. 
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the 
righteous. The Lord watches over the sojourners; he upholds the widow 
and the fatherless, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.



The Risen Christ Swallows 
Up Death for us! 

MARK 16:9 … now when Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he 
appeared first to Mary Magdalene (Jn 20:14), from whom he had cast 
out seven demons (Lk 8:2) …  

Hebrews 2:14-15 … since therefore the children share in flesh and 
blood, Jesus himself likewise partook of the same things, that through 
death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, 
the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject 
to lifelong slavery. 



The Risen Christ OVERPOWERS 
unbelief in us! 



The Risen Christ Overpowers
unbelief in us! 

MARK 16:10-13 … Mary went and told those who had been with him, as 
they mourned and wept. But when they heard that he was alive and had 
been seen by her, they would not believe it. (Lk 24:10-11)
After these things Jesus appeared in another form to two of them, as 
they were walking into the country (Lk 24:11-35). And they went back 
and told the rest, but they did not believe them …



The Risen Christ Overpowers
unbelief in us! 

MARK 16:14 … afterward Jesus appeared to the eleven themselves as 
they were reclining at table, and he rebuked them for their unbelief and 
hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who saw him 
after he had risen (Jn 20:24f, Matt 28:17, Lk 24:36f)…  

Unbelief is a bigger obstacle than death!



Are Hearts Hopelessly Hard, Dead to New Life?

JEREMIAH 17:9 … the heart is deceitful above all things, and    
desperately sick; who can understand it? 

EPHESIANS 2:1 … you were dead in trespasses and sins … following       
the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air …

EPHESIANS 2:4f … God, being rich in mercy … even when we were dead 
in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ!
EZEKIEL 36:26 … I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put 
within you. I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you 
a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk 
in my statutes and be careful to obey my rule 
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desperately sick; who can understand it? 

EPHESIANS 2:1 … you were dead in trespasses and sins … following       
the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air …

EPHESIANS 2:4f … God, being rich in mercy … even when we were dead 
in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ!

EZEKIEL 36:26 … I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put 
within you. I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give    

you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you    
to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules … 



Is Unbelief Consuming You? 
Your spouse?
Your child?
A Friend? 

A Roommate? 

Present the TRUTH of GOD’S WORDS
+ 

Pray the SPIRIT of CHRIST will 
OVERPOWER UNBELIEF



The Risen Christ CONFIRMS 
the good news through us! 



The Risen Christ Confirms the 
good news through us! 

MARK 16:15-18 … Jesus said to them, “Go into all the world and 
proclaim the gospel to the whole creation. (Mt 28:19) Whoever believes 
and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 
condemned. And these signs will accompany those who believe: in my 
name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they 
will pick up serpents with their hands; and if they drink any deadly 
poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and 
they will recover (Acts) …



The Risen Christ Confirms the 
good news through us! 

MARK 16:19-20 … So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, 
was taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. (Lk 
24:51, Acts 1:9, Heb 1:3) And they went out and preached everywhere, 
while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the message by 
accompanying signs (Acts!) …



Will the GOSPEL STORY 
Continue?



Will others BELIEVE the 

GOSPEL STORY?

•Will they HEAR but not UNDERSTAND?

•Will they SEE but not PERCEIVE? 



1. To RESPOND to what they saw/heard

2. To SHARE and EXPLAIN to others what they saw/heard

3. To BE FAITHFUL in sharing the gospel story – to focus 
on proclaiming the story truthfully rather than 
amending the story because of fear of personal 
rejection or harm

OBLIGATION of a WITNESS … 



1. The RISEN CHRIST swallowed up DEATH for us!

2. The RISEN CHRIST overpowers UNBELIEF in us!

3. The RISEN CHRIST will confirm the GOOD NEWS 
through us!

The GOSPEL STORY will 
continue in us and through us 

because … 



The Gospel Story Continues! 
(MARK 16:9-20)



The Risen Christ Swallows 
Up Death for us! 

Isaiah 54:4 … fear not, for you will not be ashamed; be not 
confounded, for you will not be disgraced ... 

Isaiah 61:7 … instead of your shame there shall be a double portion; 
instead of dishonor they shall rejoice in their lot; in their land they 
shall possess a double portion; they shall have everlasting joy.



FEC Manual of Faith and Practice

We believe the gifts of the Holy Spirit spoken of in the New Testament 
were distributed to all believers for the common good. Concerning the 

“sign gifts” (e.g., tongues, interpretation of tongues, revelatory 
prophecy, gifts of healing), we discourage any inference that these gifts 

indicate special spiritual attainment and/or superiority …

We do not regard the practice of “sign gifts” in any of our ministry 
gatherings (such as public worship or small groups) as necessary for the 

local church or the individual believer … nor do we believe that the 
public exercise of these gifts must occur for the spiritual growth of the 

individual or the numerical growth of the church.


