


THE BIG  QUESTION?  

Is there such a thing as universal morality, 
ethics, justice, etc.? 

(If so, from where does it originate)?



IS IGNORANCE A VALID EXCUSE?



What about those who 
have never heard?

ISAIAH 24:5 … the earth lies defiled under its inhabitants 
for they have transgressed the laws, violated the 

statutes, broken the everlasting covenant. 
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What about those who 
have never heard?

ROMANS 2:14f … when Gentiles, who do not have the 
law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law 
to themselves, even though they do not have the law. 

They show that the work of the law is written on their 
hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and 
their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them 
on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges 

the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.
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The Divided 
Kingdom 

God sends an 
entrepreneur from 

Tekoa (Amos) to 
prophesy in Bethel



God’s Coming 
JUDGMENTS on    
the PEOPLES of 

the Earth …
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God Sees! We Know?
(Amos 1:2-2:3)

I. OBSERVATIONS?
- Place
- Abuse
- Appraisal
- Price 

II. ANALYSIS …?

III. PREPARING for 
Judgment …?



OBSERVATIONS – verdicts on those who 
may not have heard but still know …



v3 … thus says the Lord: “For three transgressions of Damascus,
and for four, I will not revoke the punishment … 

3 = complete
3 + 1 = excessive, overflowing

PROVERBS 30:21 … under three things the earth trembles; 
under four it cannot bear up … 

OBSERVATIONS → Damascus
(Amos 1:3-5)



v3b … because they have threshed
Gilead with threshing sledges of 

iron…

OBSERVATIONS → Damascus
(Amos 1:3-5)



Who might they (or we) be “threshing” (objectifying) in our lives? 

THRESHING – forcibly separating the grain from the stalk and chaff; 
extracting what is valued and discarding the rest

v3b … because they have threshed
Gilead with threshing sledges of 

iron…

OBSERVATIONS → Damascus
(Amos 1:3-5)



v4-5 … I will send a fire upon the house of Hazael (King of Syria), and it 
shall devour the strongholds of Ben-hadad (King of Aram). I will break the 
gate-bar of Damascus and cut off the inhabitants from the Valley of Aven 
and him who holds the scepter from Beth-eden. And the people of Syria 
shall go into exile to Kir (Edom?),” says the Lord.

The LORD will “thresh” the rulers and their strongholds
and their people will be sent into exile

OBSERVATIONS → Damascus
(Amos 1:3-5)



v6 … thus says the Lord: “For three 
transgressions of Gaza and for four, I will not 

revoke the punishment, because … 
they carried into exile a whole people to 

deliver them up to Edom.

Trafficked a “whole people” as a         
commodity to “Edom”

OBSERVATIONS → Gaza
(Amos 1:6-8)



v6 … they carried into exile a whole people 
to deliver them up to Edom.

OBSERVATIONS → Gaza
(Amos 1:6-8)

HUMAN TRAFFICKING  –
forced transport or coercion of people in order to benefit from their 
work or service, typically in the form of labor or sexual exploitation.

Are there individuals or groups that they (or we) may be “using” as a 
commodity to add to our personal pleasure or gain? Are they (or we) 

gaining from the “use” (abuse) of other image-bearers? 



v7-8 … I will send a fire upon the wall of Gaza, and it shall devour her 
strongholds. I will cut off the inhabitants from Ashdod, and him who 
holds the scepter from Ashkelon; I will turn my hand against Ekron, and 
the remnant of the Philistines shall perish,” says the Lord God.

The LORD will isolate and “extinguish” this people

Will they be humbled? Will they see with new eyes? 

OBSERVATIONS → Gaza
(Amos 1:6-8)



v9 … thus says the Lord: “For three transgressions of Tyre, and for four, I 
will not revoke the punishment, because they delivered up a whole 
people to Edom, and did not remember the covenant of brotherhood.

Trafficking … by way of covenant breaking? 

OBSERVATIONS → Tyre 
(Amos 1:9-10)



COVENANT –
a relational, personal agreement between two parties who make 

binding promises to work together to reach a common goal

Are their covenants that they (or we) have made and later broken 
because they (or we) felt it was advantageous or “justified”? 

OBSERVATIONS → Tyre 
(Amos 1:9-10)

v9 … they delivered up a whole people to 
Edom and did not remember the 
covenant of brotherhood.



v10 … So I will send a fire upon the wall of Tyre, and it shall devour her 
strongholds.”

The LORD will devour the cities (the source of their pride),
but not eliminate the people …

OBSERVATIONS → Tyre 
(Amos 1:9-10)



v11 … thus says the Lord: “For three transgressions of Edom, and for 
four, I will not revoke the punishment, because he pursued his brother 
with the sword and cast off all pity, and his anger tore perpetually, and 
he kept his wrath forever. 

A REFUSAL to forgive others and PURSUE wrath and bitterness! 

OBSERVATIONS → Edom 
(Amos 1:11-12)



MATTHEW 6:15 … if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither 
will your Father forgive your trespasses.

EPHESIANS 4:31f … let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and slander 
be put away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.

Are they (or we) nurturing bitter, slanderous, or vengeful thoughts?

v11 … cast off all pity, and his anger tore 
perpetually, and he kept his wrath forever. 

OBSERVATIONS → Edom 
(Amos 1:11-12)



MATTHEW 6:15 … if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither 
will your Father forgive your trespasses.

EPHESIANS 4:31f … let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and slander 
be put away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.

Are they (or we) nurturing bitter memories and vengeful thoughts?

v11 … cast off all pity, and his anger tore 
perpetually, and he kept his wrath forever. 

OBSERVATIONS → Edom 
(Amos 1:11-12)



v12 … so I will send a fire upon Teman, and it shall devour the 
strongholds of Bozrah.”

The LORD will devour their strongholds (but not eliminate the people)
because they nurture bitterness and wrath.

OBSERVATIONS → Edom 
(Amos 1:11-12)



v13 …thus says the Lord: “For three transgressions of the Ammonites,    
and for four, I will not revoke the punishment, because they have ripped 
open pregnant women in Gilead that they might enlarge their border.

Brutality against the defenseless
for personal advantage!

OBSERVATIONS → Ammon 
(Amos 1:13-15)



PROVERBS 31:8-9 … open your mouth for the mute, for the rights of all 
who are destitute. Open your mouth, judge righteously, defend the 
rights of the poor and needy.
ISAIAH 1:17 … earn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring 
justice to the fatherless, plead the widow's cause.

Are they (or we) exploiting the defenseless for gain?

v13 …they have ripped open pregnant women 
in Gilead that they might enlarge their border.

OBSERVATIONS → Ammon 
(Amos 1:13-15)
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ISAIAH 1:17 … learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring 
justice to the fatherless, plead the widow's cause.

Are they (or we) exploiting the defenseless for gain?

v13 …they have ripped open pregnant women 
in Gilead that they might enlarge their border.

OBSERVATIONS → Ammon 
(Amos 1:13-15)



v14-15 … so I will kindle a fire in the wall of Rabbah, and it shall devour 
her strongholds, with shouting on the day of battle, with a tempest in 
the day of the whirlwind; and their king shall go into exile, he and his 
princes together,” says the Lord.

The LORD will bring a “celebratory whirlwind destruction” exiling        
the king and his sons (conquered)!

OBSERVATIONS → Ammon 
(Amos 1:13-15)



2:1 … thus says the Lord: “For three transgressions of Moab, and for 
four, I will not revoke the punishment, because he burned to lime the 
bones of the king of Edom.

Reveling in the death (and desecration) of an enemy?

OBSERVATIONS →Moab
(Amos 2:1-3)



“But for the grace of God go I” – John Bradford (and others?)

There is no place for celebrating in the brutal death and dishonoring 
of another. They are ignoring (even denying) their own sinfulness by 

celebrating in the death and desecration of an enemy. Are we?

2:1 … because he burned to lime the 
bones of the king of Edom.  

OBSERVATIONS →Moab
(Amos 2:1-3)



2:2-3 … so I will send a fire upon Moab, and it shall devour the 
strongholds of Kerioth, and Moab shall die amid uproar, amid shouting 
and the sound of the trumpet; I will cut off the ruler from its midst and 
will kill all its princes with him,” says the Lord. 

The LORD will bring a similar “celebratory whirlwind destruction”          
of the king and his sons (they will be pulverized to dust?)

OBSERVATIONS →Moab
(Amos 2:1-3)



Judgment of those without the Word …
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God Sees! We Know!
(Amos 1:2-2:3)



God Sees! We Know!
(Amos 1:2-2:3)

ANALYSIS 
(intermission)

A Doctrine of 
Humanity?

The Role of 
Conscience?



DOCTRINE of HUMANITY? 

… (the nations) were without special revelation but not 
without moral responsibility; they were without direct 

knowledge of God but not without accountability to 
God; they were without the law written upon tables of 

stone but not without the law written in the conscience. 
– J A Motyer



ROLE of CONSCIENCE? 

… (conscience) … was tampered with, diluted, and 
depraved as soon as human nature gave room to 
rebellion against God (Gen 3) … so it is true that 

history could be told as a catalogue of crimes 
committed in the name of conscience, but it is truer 
to say that greater and more numerous crimes have 

been committed through silencing the voice of 
conscience. – J A Motyer



Preparing for Judgment?



Three Responses AMOS should 
elicit in every heart … 

BE HUMBLED … 
1. There is a standard, and you know it!
2. There is a Judge, and He knows you!
3. There is a Savior, and He has the power to forgive!
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PREPARING for JUDGMENT?

ECCLESIASTES 12:13-14 … fear God and keep 
his commandments, for this is the whole 

duty of all mankind. For God will bring every 
deed into judgment, with every secret thing, 

whether good or evil.



PREPARING for JUDGMENT?

ECCLESIASTES 12:13-14 … fear God and keep 
his commandments, for this is the whole 

duty of all mankind. For God will bring every 
deed into judgment, with every secret thing, 

whether good or evil.

1 CORINTHIANS 15:26 … for as often as you eat 
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 

Lord’s death until He comes …




