


GOD’s PEOPLE 
have STRAYED  
far from their 

PURPOSE!

How/why did this 
happen?

(Can/will they be 
transformed???)

EXODUS 19:5-6 … if you will obey my voice 
and keep my covenant, you shall be my 
treasured possession among all peoples, for 
all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me 
a kingdom of priests and a holy nation …



LA∙TEN∙CY 
The time that passes between being exposed to 

something that can cause disease (such as radiation 
or a virus) and having symptoms 



Immediate vs. Latent Judgment

DOUBT God’s word

DESPISE God’s boundaries 

DISMISS God’s commands

DEMEAN God’s name
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Judgment of those without the Word …
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God’s Coming 
JUDGMENTS on    
the PEOPLES of 

the Earth …

?

?



King Rehoboam of JUDAH … 
I KINGS 14:24 … they did according to all the abominations of   

the peoples that the LORD drove out before them … 

King Jeroboam of ISRAEL … 
I KINGS 11:38 … if you will listen to all I command you, and will 

walk in my ways, and do what is right in my eyes … I will be with 
you and will build you a sure house, as I built for David, and I will 

give Israel to you … 

RIVAL KINGDOMS! 



CRAFTING our own Truth?
(Amos 2:4-16)

I. REJECTING the … 
I. WORD of Truth (v4-5)

II. WORK of Truth (v6-8)

III. WILL of the Redeemer (v9-12)

II. No escape from Judgment (v13-16)



Rejecting the Divine WORD 
of Truth 

(AMOS 2:4-5)



v4 … thus says the Lord: “For three 
transgressions of Judah, and for four, I will not 

revoke the punishment, because they have 
rejected the law of the Lord, and have not kept 
his statutes, but their lies have led them astray, 

those after which their fathers walked.

Reject = Doubt 
Preferring their own “evolving” truth to       

the revealed truth of Yahweh

Rejecting the WORD of Truth
(Amos 2:4-5)



Lie of SUPERIOR HAPPINESS
There is a happiness superior to what the LORD 

God offers that lies outside the boundaries of His 
laws and statues

Does the LORD God withhold the best there is 
from His own?

PSALM 84:11 … no good thing does He withhold from 
those who walk uprightly. O Lord of hosts, blessed is 

the one who trusts in you! 
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Lie of SUPERIOR HAPPINESS
There is a happiness superior to what the LORD 

God offers that lies outside the boundaries of His 
laws and statues

When anything other than the Word of God is given 
the “supreme place,” so that we base our lives upon  
it and guide our lives by it, then it becomes a lie and  

a source of lies – J A Motyer



v4 … because they have rejected the law of 
the Lord, and have not kept his statutes, but 
their lies have led them astray, those after 

which their fathers walked.

Rejecting the WORD of Truth
(Amos 2:4-5)

Hyperbole vs. hard-for-me laws
How to discern between the two?



v5 … so I will send a fire upon Judah,
and it shall devour the strongholds of 

Jerusalem …

Judah will be weakened by Assyria (Babylon?)
The latency period is ending. 

Judgement is at hand. 

Rejecting the WORD of Truth
(Amos 2:4-5)



Rejecting the Divine WORK 
of Truth 

(AMOS 2:6-8)



v6-7a … thus says the Lord: “For three transgressions of Israel, and for 
four, I will not revoke the punishment, because they sell the righteous for 
silver, and the needy for a pair of sandals; (they) trample the head of the 
poor into the dust of the earth and turn aside the way of the afflicted

Rejecting the WORK of Truth
(Amos 2:6-8)

BELIEF is worked out through the way we treat others!
They are failing to HONOR the needy among them … 



DISMISSING GOD’s LAWS

SELL the RIGHTEOUS for silver … bribery of a judge?

SELL the NEEDY for pair of sandals … devaluing an image-bearer 

TRAMPLING the head of the POOR … using the poor to advance the self

Doubt … Despise … Dismiss … Demean 

Is this a BIG deal?



EXODUS 23:6-9 … “You shall not pervert the justice due to your poor in 
his lawsuit. Keep far from a false charge, and do not kill the innocent 
and righteous, for I will not acquit the wicked. 

And you shall take no bribe, for a bribe blinds the clear-sighted and 
subverts the cause of those who are in the right.

You shall not oppress a sojourner. You know the heart of a sojourner, 
for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt … 

LEVITICUS 25:35f … if your brother becomes poor and cannot maintain 
himself with you, you shall support him as though he were a stranger 
and a sojourner, and he shall live with you. Take no interest from him 
or profit, but fear your God, that your brother may live beside you. 
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v7b-8 … a man and his father go into the same girl, so that my holy name 
is profaned; they lay themselves down beside every altar on garments 
taken in pledge, and in the house of their God they drink the wine of 
those who have been fined … 

Rejecting the WORK of Truth
(Amos 2:6-8)

Rejecting the WORK of revealed truth profanes God’s name!
Power + defaulting to the ways of the world lead to “justifying” sin



PROFANING GOD’s NAME

Go into the SAME girl … sexual enslavement and exploitation

Lay down beside EVERY altar … worship foreign deities 

On garments TAKEN in pledge … exploiting the poor

Drinking the wine of the FINED … bribery???

Doubt … Despise … Dismiss … Demean 

The latent period is ending. Judgment is at hand!



Rejecting the Divine WILL 
of the Redeemer 

(AMOS 2:9-12)



v9-10 …  it was I who destroyed the Amorite … whose height was like the 
height of the cedars and who was as strong as the oaks … also it was I 
who brought you up out of the land of Egypt and led you forty years in 
the wilderness, to possess the land of the Amorite … 

Rejecting the WILL of the 
Redeemer

(Amos 2:9-12)

Remember! I redeemed you from your bondage in Egypt!
Remember! I led you 40 years in the wilderness!

Remember! I gave you the Promised Land!



God’s Divine Judgment on the AMORITES … 

GENESIS 15:16 … (your offspring) shall come back here in the 
fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet 
complete.”

God’s Divine Judgment on PHAROAH …

EXODUS 14:17 … I will get glory over Pharoah and all his host, his 
chariots, and his horsemen and the Egyptians shall know that I am 
the LORD … 

God’s Divine Judgment on the PROUD …

ISAIAH 2:11-12 … the haughty looks of man shall be brought low, 
and the lofty pride of men shall be humbled, and the Lord alone 
will be exalted in that day … 
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v11-12 … I raised up some of your sons for prophets, and some of your 
young men for Nazirites. Is it not indeed so, O people of Israel?” declares 
the Lord. “But you made the Nazirites drink wine, and commanded the 
prophets, saying, ‘You shall not prophesy.’ … 

Rejecting the WILL of the 
Redeemer

(Amos 2:9-12)

Driving out God’s PROVISION of PROTECTION against the self!
Doubt … Despise … Dismiss … Demean!



There is no ESCAPE 
from Judgement

(AMOS 2:13-16)



v13-16 …“Behold, I am pressed down by you, as a cart full of sheaves is 
pressed down … (or I will press you down …)  

God’s people have become a burden for Him to bear …?

No Escape from Judgment
(Amos 2:13-16)



v13-16 …“Behold, I am pressed down by you, as a cart full of sheaves is 
pressed down … (or I will press you down …)  
Flight shall perish from the swift, and the strong shall not retain his 
strength, nor shall the mighty save his life; he who handles the bow shall 
not stand, and he who is swift of foot shall not save himself, nor shall he 
who rides the horse save his life; and he who is stout of heart among 
the mighty  shall flee away naked in that day,” declares the Lord.  

No Escape from Judgment
(Amos 2:13-16)



Crafting our own Truth?
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Crafting our own Truth!
(Amos 2:4-16)

The NATURE 

of GOD

God is patient, not 
passive in His 

judgment of sin!



Crafting our own Truth!
(Amos 2:4-16)

The NATURE 

of MANKIND

Self-love ERODES 
our love of God and 

neighbor



LA∙TEN∙CY 
The time that passes between being exposed to 

something that can cause disease (such as radiation 
or a virus) and having symptoms 

Whose word will I believe?



LA∙TEN∙CY 
The time that passes between being me committing 

a sin and God’s judgment of my sin

Whose word will I believe?



LA∙TEN∙CY 
The time that passes between being saved through 

Christ death from my sin and being free from sin 

Whose word will I believe?




