


GOD’s PEOPLE 
are replacing 
His truth with 
their own by 
sorting God’s 

word as … Cultural … “Hard-for-me” = Hyperbole

Believing the “Lie of Superior Happiness”

Doubt > Despise > Dismiss > Demean

“AMOS” 
(burden bearer)



LA∙TEN∙CY 
The time that passes between our sin and God’s 

judgment of our sin 

God is patient, not passive!



COM∙PLA∙CEN∙CY
a self-satisfaction accompanied by unawareness 

(or denial) of actual dangers or deficiencies 

(See + Hear + Understand) – Change of Attitude/Behavior 

=  
UNBELIEF



COM∙PLA∙CEN∙CY
a self-satisfaction accompanied by unawareness 

(or denial) of actual dangers or deficiencies 

(See + Hear + Understand) – REPENT of Belief/Behavior 

=
UNBELIEF



COM∙PLA∙CEN∙CY
a self-satisfaction accompanied by unawareness 

(or denial) of actual dangers or deficiencies 

UNBELIEF
The LORD God is not our God …?

God’s truth is not our truth …?
Our disobedience is not sin …?



COMPLACENT …?



Witness for the Prosecution
(Amos 3)

I. INDICTMENT against ISRAEL – (v1-8)

• A “Surprise” Witness – (v9-11)

• A “Chilling” Story – (v12-15)

II. Concerns over Complacency 



The Indictment against 
God’s People

(AMOS 3:1-8)



v1-2 … hear this word that the Lord has 
spoken against you, O people of Israel, against 
the whole family that I brought up out of the 
land of Egypt: “You only have I known of all 
the families of the earth; therefore, I will 
punish you for all your iniquities

Indictment against God’s People
(Amos 3:1-8)

The LORD God is not our God …?
KNOW = exclusive, intimate relationship



v3-6 … do two walk together, unless they have 
agreed to meet? Does a lion roar in the forest, 
when he has no prey … does a bird fall in a 
snare on the earth, when there is no trap for it 
… Is a trumpet blown in a city, and the people 
are not afraid? Does disaster come to a city, 
unless the Lord has done it?

Indictment against God’s People
(Amos 3:1-8)

DISASTER = DISCIPLINE; RESTORATIVE PUNISHMENT



DISCIPLINE = restorative punishment …

Two walk together … agreed on a purpose (covenant)!
The Lion roars … once the outcome is certain! 

They have fallen for the bait … the snare has sprung!
The trumpet will blow … the siege is at hand!

Disaster comes … because the Lord has done it!

The LORD is no absentee landlord in relation to the world He 
created. He has neither abdicated nor delegated His powers. 
He rules and executes judgment and justice. The people must 

not presume to think otherwise – J A Motyer, p70



PROVERBS 3:5-6 … trust in the Lord with all 
your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge 
him, and he will make straight your paths … 

PROVERBS 3:11-12 … do not despise the Lord's 
discipline or be weary of his reproof, for the 
Lord reproves him whom he loves, as a father 
the son in whom he delights … 

Indictment against God’s People
(Amos 3:1-8)



PROVERBS 3:5-6 … trust in the Lord with all 
your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge 
him, and he will make straight your paths … 

PROVERBS 3:11-12 … do not despise the Lord's 
discipline or be weary of his reproof, for the 
Lord reproves him whom he loves, as a father 
the son in whom he delights … 

Indictment against God’s People
(Amos 3:1-8)



v7-8 … for the Lord God does nothing without revealing his secret to his 
servants the prophets. The lion has roared; who will not fear? The Lord 
God has spoken; who can but prophesy?”

FEAR = believe what is coming!  
God’s truth is not our truth …?

Indictment against 
God’s People

(Amos 3:1-8)



DISCIPLINE = restorative punishment …

LEVITICUS 26:15 … if you spurn my statutes, and if your soul 
abhors my rules, so that you will not do all my commandments, 

but break my covenant, then I will do this … 

… v40-42 … if they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their 
fathers in their treachery that they committed against me, and 

also in walking contrary to me, so that I walked contrary to them 
and brought them into the land of their enemies—if then their 

uncircumcised heart is humbled and they make amends for their 
iniquity, then I will remember my covenant … 



DISCIPLINE = restorative punishment …

LEVITICUS 26:15 … if you spurn my statutes, and if your soul 
abhors my rules, so that you will not do all my commandments, 

but break my covenant, then I will do this … 

… v40-42 … if they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their 
fathers in their treachery that they committed against me, and 

also in walking contrary to me, so that I walked contrary to them 
and brought them into the land of their enemies—if then their 

uncircumcised heart is humbled and they make amends for their 
iniquity, then I will remember my covenant … 



A Surprise Witness!

(AMOS 3:9-11)



v9-10 … proclaim to the strongholds in Ashdod and to the strongholds in 
the land of Egypt, and say, “Assemble yourselves on the mountains of 
Samaria, and see the great tumults (turmoil) within her, and the 
oppressed in her midst. They do not know how to do right,” declares the 
Lord, “those who store up violence and robbery in their strongholds.”

How can the Philistines and Egyptians serve as witnesses?

A Surprise Witness …
(Amos 3:9-11)



God’s people are living below the level of grace in the matter of 
personal relationships and social concern. Certainly, they flock to 

“church”, but the very heathen can be their teachers when it comes 
to a proper regard for the welfare and dignity of their fellow men. 

The accusation cuts very deep. – J A Motyer, p83

A Surprise Witness …
(Amos 3:9-11)



ROMANS 2:21-24 … you then who teach others, do you not teach yourself? 
While you preach against stealing, do you steal? You who say that one 
must not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? … You who boast in 
the law dishonor God by breaking the law. For, as it is written, “The name 
of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.”

The LORD God’s truth is not our truth …?

A Surprise Witness …
(Amos 3:9-11)



v11 …  Therefore, thus says the Lord God: “An adversary shall surround 
the land and bring down your defenses from you, and your strongholds 
shall be plundered.”

Witnesses do not receive immunity from prosecution … 

A Surprise Witness …
(Amos 3:9-11)



A Chilling Story for the 
Coming Generations !

(AMOS 3:9-11)



v12 … thus says the Lord: As the shepherd rescues from the mouth of the 
lion two legs, or a piece of an ear, so shall the people of Israel who dwell 
in Samaria be rescued with the corner of a couch and part of a bed …

Our disobedience is not really sin …?
They will escape with evidence of the destruction … 

A Chilling Story … 
(Amos 3:12-15)



v13-15 … hear, and testify against the house of Jacob, declares the Lord 
God … that on the day I punish Israel … I will punish the altars of Bethel, 
and the horns of the altar shall be cut off and fall to the ground. I will 
strike the winter house along with the summer house, and the houses of 
ivory shall perish, and the great houses shall come to an end … 

2 KINGS 23:15 … the altar at Bethel … King Josiah pulled down and 
burned, reducing it to dust.

A Chilling Story … 
(Amos 3:12-15)



Ongoing Concerns over 
Complacency!



COM∙PLA∙CEN∙CY
a self-satisfaction accompanied by unawareness 

(or denial) of actual dangers or deficiencies 

(See + Hear + Understand) – REMORSE 

=
UNBELIEF



COM∙PLA∙CEN∙CY
a self-satisfaction accompanied by unawareness 

(or denial) of actual dangers or deficiencies 

UNBELIEF
The LORD God is not my God …?

God’s truth is not my truth …?
My disobedience is not sin …?



Two Dangers of Complacency

DENYING 

the 

POWER 

of 

My SIN



COMPLACENCY over my SIN …? 

AMOS 7:12-13 … Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the 
land of Judah, and eat bread there, and prophesy there, but never 
again prophesy at Bethel … 

ROMANS 6:13-14 … do not present your members to sin as 
instruments for unrighteousness but present yourselves to God as 
those who have been brought from death to life … for sin will have no 
dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace …  

1 JOHN 3:6 … no one who abides in Him keeps on sinning; no one who 
keeps on sinning has either seen Him or known Him. 
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COMPLACENCY over my SIN …? 

AMOS 7:12-13 … Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the 
land of Judah, and eat bread there, and prophesy there, but never 
again prophesy at Bethel … 

ROMANS 6:13-14 … do not present your members to sin as 
instruments for unrighteousness but present yourselves to God as 
those who have been brought from death to life … for sin will have no 
dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace …  

1 JOHN 3:6 … no one who abides in Him keeps on sinning; no one who 
keeps on sinning has either seen Him or known Him. 



COMPLACENCY over my SIN …? 

HEBREWS 10:26 … for if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving 
the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 
but a fearful expectation of judgment … 

1 PETER 1:17 … if you call on him as Father who judges impartially 
according to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear 
throughout the time of your exile … 

REVELATION 21:7-8 … the one who conquers will have this heritage, 
and I will be his God and he will be my son. But as for the cowardly, the 
faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, 
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that 
burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death … 
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COMPLACENCY over my SIN …? 

HEBREWS 10:26 … for if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving 
the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 
but a fearful expectation of judgment … 

1 PETER 1:17 … if you call on him as Father who judges impartially 
according to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear 
throughout the time of your exile … 

REVELATION 21:7-8 … the one who conquers will have this heritage, 
and I will be his God and he will be my son. But as for the cowardly, the 
faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, 
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that 
burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death … 



Two Dangers of Complacency

Denying 

the 

POWER 

of 

Christ’s CROSS! 



COMPLACENCY over Christ’s CROSS! 

JOHN 14:6 … I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except by me …

ROMANS 1:16 … I am not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the power of 
God for salvation to everyone who believes …  

1 CORINTHIANS 1:18 … the word of the cross is folly to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God …

1 THESSALONIANS 5:9 … for God has not destined us for wrath, but to 
obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ who died for us so … we 
might live with him … 
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COMPLACENCY over Christ’s CROSS! 

1 JOHN 2:2 … if anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins …

TITUS 2:11f … the grace of God has appeared bringing salvation for all 
people, training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and 
to live self-controlled, upright lives … Christ gave Himself to redeem us 
from all lawlessness … 

COLOSSIANS 2:14f … God made us alive together with Christ, having 
forgiven us all our trespasses by canceling the record of our debt that 
stood against us with its legal demands … 
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1 JOHN 2:2 … if anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins …

TITUS 2:11f … the grace of God has appeared bringing salvation for all 
people, training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and 
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from all lawlessness … 
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UNBELIEF
The LORD God is not my God …?

God’s truth is not my truth …?
My disobedience is not sin …?

BELIEF
The LORD God is faithful!

His truth saves me from me!
The Power of my sin was destroyed on the Cross!



UNBELIEF
The LORD God is not my God …?

God’s truth is not my truth …?
My disobedience is not sin …?

BELIEF
The LORD God is faithful!

His truth saves me from me!
The power of my sin was destroyed on the Cross!



COM∙PLA∙CEN∙CY
a self-satisfaction accompanied by unawareness 

(or denial) of actual dangers or deficiencies

God is not COMPLACENT
… toward our sin!

… toward our salvation from sin!




