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How should we respond when an “anticipated” 
blessing fails to materialize?

Is this blessing (is this affliction) ever a “visit” from the LORD?

Can we know? Should we know? Does it matter?

Does the LORD God “goad” His people (all people?) toward   
the path of righteousness?

How does He “goad?” Why does He “goad?” 

What does His goading tell us about His nature? Our nature?
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Are you and I first “individuals” or are we first 
“image-bearers?” 



Are you and I first “individuals” or are we first 
“image-bearers?” 

LEVITICUS 26:14f … if you will not listen to me and will not do all these 
commandments, if you spurn my statutes, and if your soul abhors my 
rules, so that you will not do all my commandments, but break my 
covenant, then I will do this to you: I will visit you with …

LEVITICUS 26:44 … yet for all that, when they (His people) are in the 
land of their enemies, I will not spurn them, neither will I abhor them 
to destroy them utterly and break my covenant with them, for I am the 
Lord their God … 
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LEVITICUS 26:14f … if you will not listen to me and will not do all these 
commandments, if you spurn my statutes, and if your soul abhors my 
rules, so that you will not do all my commandments, but break my 
covenant, then I will do this to you: I will visit you with …

LEVITICUS 26:44 … yet for all that, when they (His people) are in the 
land of their enemies, I will not spurn them, neither will I abhor them 
so as to destroy them utterly and break my covenant with them, for I 
am the LORD their God … 
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• AMOS 4:1-5 … the insatiable appetite 
of God’s people for “self-indulgence” 
(overruling God’s law to pursue desire) 

• AMOS 4:6-13 … God’s faithful 
“goading” of His people to turn them 
back  (ignoring God’s call to repent) 

AMOS 4 

Two Part Oracle 
on the 

Coming Judgment 



AMOS 4:6-13 

Part Two 
of the Oracle

on the 
Coming Judgment

A SEQUENCE of “VISITS” from the LORD

• Their PANTRIES will become bare

• Their FIELDS will become bare

• Their GROVES will become bare

• Their BARRACKS will become bare

• Their FOUNDATIONS will become bare

ALL to PREPARE for the DECISIVE VISIT –
the DAY of the LORD



Is the LORD God still “visiting” those He loves … to 
prepare them for His decisive visit? 



Every Bible reader must decide sooner of later whether they 
are ready to conform themselves to the way the Bible thinks.

The Bible does not … deny chains of causation, but equally it 
is not accustomed to clog up its reasoning by giving them 

undue prominence. It leaps back directly to the divine Agent 
from whom come all things and by whose will they happen.   

– J A Motyer, p97
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A SEQUENCE of VISITS from 
The LORD GOD

(AMOS 4:6-11) 



AMOS 4:12 ... thus I will do to you,    
O Israel!

Are these PAST visits, FUTURE visits,             
or BOTH?   

2 KINGS 14:24f … (King Jeroboam II) did what was evil in the sight of 
the LORD. He did not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam (1st King) … He 
restored the border of Israel … according to the word of the LORD, the 
God of Israel, which he spoke by his servant Jonah … the prophet … for 
the LORD saw that the affliction of Israel was very bitter … and there 
was none to help Israel … so he saved them by the hand of Jeroboam 
the son of Joash … 



v6 …“I gave you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, and lack of bread in 
all your places, yet you did not return to me,” declares the Lord. 

The “pantry” will be made bare!
Cleanness of teeth = empty mouth

Where will they turn? 

A SEQUENCE of VISITS …
(Amos 4:6-11)



A SEQUENCE of VISITS …
(Amos 4:6-11)

v7-8 …““I also withheld the rain from you when there were yet three 
months to the harvest; I would send rain on one city, and send no rain 
on another city; one field would have rain, and the field on which it did 
not rain would wither; so two or three cities would wander to another 
city to drink water and would not be satisfied, yet you did not return to 
me,” declares the Lord. 

The HARVEST FIELDS will be made bare!
Loosing a crop = no food for 3 years! 

Return to me = provide for my neighbor…?



A SEQUENCE of VISITS …
(Amos 4:6-11)

v9 …“I struck you with blight and mildew; your many gardens and your 
vineyards, your fig trees and your olive trees the locust devoured; yet 
you did not return to me,” declares the Lord. 

The GROVES will be made bare!

PSALM 105:34 … the LORD spoke, and the locusts came, young locusts 
without number, which devoured all the vegetation (of Egypt) and  
ate up the fruit of their ground … 



A SEQUENCE of VISITS …
(Amos 4:6-11)

v10 …“I sent among you a pestilence after the manner of Egypt; I killed 
your young men with the sword, and carried away your horses, and I 
made the stench of your camp go up into your nostrils; yet you did not 
return to me,” declares the Lord. 

The BARRACKS will be made bare!
Their hope in their “victorious” leaders will be brought down!



A SEQUENCE of VISITS …
(Amos 4:6-11)

v11 …“I overthrew some of you, as when God overthrew Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and you were as a brand plucked out of the burning; yet you 
did not return to me,” declares the Lord. 

The FOUNDATIONS will be made bare!
Complete destruction … no opportunity to return

“Plucked out” to go into exile … to be disciplined to repentance



A DECISIVE VISIT on  
The DAY of the LORD

(AMOS 4:12-13) 



The DECISIVE of VISIT …
(Amos 4:12-13)

v12 …“Therefore thus I will do to you, O Israel; because I will do this to 
you, prepare to meet your God, O Israel!”. 

They are longing for the Day of the LORD …
God is preparing them for the Day of the LORD!



The DECISIVE of VISIT …
(Amos 4:12-13)

v13 …“For behold, he who forms the mountains and creates the wind,    
and declares to man what is his thought, who makes the morning 
darkness, and treads on the heights of the earth—the Lord, the God of 
hosts, is his name!!”. 

The CREATOR of ALL … the SUSTAINER of ALL
The SOVEREIGN over all of creation 

Who brings the darkness … and the dawn!
Who rules the heavens!



AWAITING a VISIT …?



The ONE who brings the darkness is the ONE 
who brings the dawn!



The ONE who brings the darkness is the ONE 
who brings the dawn!

PSALM 30:5 … for his anger is but for a moment, and his 
favor is for a lifetime. Weeping may tarry for the night, but 
joy comes with the morning.

PSALM 126:5 … those who sow in tears shall reap with 
shouts of joy! He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed 
for sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, bringing his 
sheaves with him. 



Ten Ways Not to Waste Your Cancer 
– John Piper and David Powlison
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#5 – You will waste your cancer if you think that “beating” 
cancer means staying alive rather than cherishing Christ.

Satan’s and God’s designs in your cancer are not the same. Satan’s 
design is to destroy your love for Christ. God’s design is to deepen 
your love for Christ. Cancer does not win if you die. It wins if you   
fail to cherish Christ. God’s design is to wean you off the breast       

of the world and feast you on the sufficiency of Christ.



Are you and I first “individuals” or are we first 
“image-bearers?” 
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