In times of hardship or calamity, will we worry
about what is happening to us or will we wonder
about what God is doing for us?

In times of hardship or calamity, will we worry
about what is happening to us or will we wonder
about what God is doing for us?
Every Bible reader must decide sooner of later whether they
are ready to conform themselves to the way the Bible thinks.
The Bible does not … deny chains of causation, but equally it is
not accustomed to “clog up its reasoning” by giving them
undue prominence. It leaps back directly to the divine Agent
from whom come all things and by whose will they happen.
– J A Motyer, p97
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AMOS 5:1-17
Seek the LORD to Live!
1) Divine VISITS are Coming – v1-3
2) GOD’s PLEA to Seek Him to Live!
• Don’t Turn to “Nationalism” – v4-9
• Don’t Turn to “Egoism” – v10-13
• Turn to follow the LORD in Repentance – v14-15
3) REFLECTING the LORD during “Divine Visits”

To what or to whom will we turn during the
coming seasons of “Divine Discipline?”
(Revelation 6-21)

DIVINE DISCIPLINE is COMING!
(AMOS 5:1-3)

Divine DISCIPLINE is Coming!
(AMOS 5:1-3)

v1-2 … Hear this word that I take up over you in lamentation, O house of
Israel: “Fallen, no more to rise, is the virgin Israel; forsaken on her land,
with none to raise her up.”
The death of the “breakaway” nation …
but not the final judgment on God’s people!

Divine DISCIPLINE is Coming!
(AMOS 5:1-3)

v3 … for thus says the Lord God: “The city that went out a thousand
shall have a hundred left, and that which went out a hundred shall have
ten left to the house of Israel.”
A comprehensive, nation-ending judgment!
Exact 10% = ongoing reminder of who is ruling (tithe)
Exact 90% = the end of the nation (reverse tithe)

SEEK the LORD to LIVE!
(AMOS 5:4-17)

Seek the LORD to Live!
(AMOS 5:4-9)

Do not turn to … “nationalism”?
v4-5 … for thus says the Lord to the house of Israel: “Seek me and live;
but do not seek Bethel, do not enter Gilgal or cross over to Beersheba;
for Gilgal shall surely go into exile, and Bethel shall come to nothing.”
God’s people are worshipping their independence (as a nation)
more than their dependence (on the LORD God)!

Seek the LORD to Live!
(AMOS 5:4-9)
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but do not seek Bethel, do not enter Gilgal or cross over to Beersheba;
for Gilgal shall surely go into exile, and Bethel shall come to nothing.”

BETHEL – symbolic of their assertion of independence from
Judah … (but Bethel shall come to nothing)!

Seek the LORD to Live!
(AMOS 5:4-9)

Do not turn to … “nationalism”?
v4-5 … for thus says the Lord to the house of Israel: “Seek me and live;
but do not seek Bethel, do not enter Gilgal or cross over to Beersheba;
for Gilgal shall surely go into exile, and Bethel shall come to nothing.”

GILGAL – symbolic of their arrival as God’s redeemed people to
the Promised Land … (but Gilgal shall go into exile)!

Seek the LORD to Live!
(AMOS 5:4-9)

Do not turn to … “nationalism”?
v4-5 … for thus says the Lord to the house of Israel: “Seek me and live;
but do not seek Bethel, do not enter Gilgal or cross over to Beersheba;
for Gilgal shall surely go into exile, and Bethel shall come to nothing.”

BEERSHEBA – symbolic of their birth as God’s people!
- GEN 21:22 … Abimelech confesses God’s blessing on ABRAHAM
- GEN 26:24 … ISAAC receives the blessing from God at Beersheba
- GEN 46:1-3 … JACOB receives the covenant blessing at Beersheba

To what or to whom will we turn during the coming
seasons of “Divine Discipline”?
(Revelation 6-21)
THE DANGERS of “ISMs” …?
(systems that offer us SANCTUARY and IDENTITY other than
God’s divine word)
Nationalism? Liberalism? Conservatism?
Conservationism? Intellectualism? Self-determinism?
Fatalism? Hedonism? Individualism?
Polytheism? Atheism? Agnosticism?

Seek the LORD to Live!
(AMOS 5:4-9)

Do not turn to … an “ism”?
v6-7 … Seek the Lord and live, lest he break out like fire in the house of
Joseph, and it devour, with none to quench it for Bethel, O you who turn
justice to wormwood and cast down righteousness to the earth!
House of Joseph = Bethel, Gilgal (northern kingdom)
The desires of the LORD (justice, righteousness) are being
“trampled on” and made “bitter” by His own people!

Seek the LORD to Live!
(AMOS 5:4-9)

Do not turn to … an “ism”?
v8-9 … He who made the Pleiades and Orion and turns deep darkness
into the morning and darkens the day into night, who calls for the waters
of the sea and pours them out on the surface of the earth, the LORD is his
name; who makes destruction flash forth against the strong, so that
destruction comes upon the fortress …
The LORD who creates each coming SEASON … each coming DAY …
each coming HARVEST … will create the coming DESTRUCTION

The LORD’s DISCIPLINE is Coming!
- Do not turn further toward your “heritage”
- Do not seek identity in a system of “belief”
- Place hope in the One who rules Creation!

Seek the LORD to Live!
(AMOS 5:10-13)

Do not turn to … “egoism”?
v10 … they hate him who reproves in the gate, and they abhor him who
speaks the truth …
EGOISM = value all things in respect to one’s own self-interest
They = those whose hope is in building their “assets”
“They” have closed their ears/life to the intrusive words of God that
call them to first love their neighbor as themselves

Seek the LORD to Live!
(AMOS 5:10-13)

Do not turn to … “egoism”?
v11 … therefore, because you trample on the poor, and you exact taxes of
grain from him, you have built houses of hewn stone, but you shall not
dwell in them; you have planted pleasant vineyards, but you shall not
drink their wine …
Building mighty houses from PROFITS … that the LORD will PULL DOWN
Planting fine vineyards from INJUSTICE … that the LORD will bring to RUIN

Seek the LORD to Live!
(AMOS 5:10-13)

Do not turn to … “egoism”?
v12-13 … for I know how many are your transgressions and how great are
your sins—you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, and turn aside
the needy in the gate. (So that) he who is prudent will keep silent in such
a time, for it is an evil time.
PSALM 11:4 … the LORD is in his holy temple; the LORD's throne is in
heaven; his eyes see, his eyelids test the children of man …

Seek the LORD to Live!
(AMOS 5:14-17)

DO TURN to the LORD in REPENTANCE!
v14-15 … seek good, and not evil, that you may live; and so the Lord, the
God of hosts, will be with you, as you have said.
Hate evil, and love good, and establish justice in the gate; it may be that
the Lord, the God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph …
The LORD is Coming (as they are boldly declaring) …
but they need a new (humble) posture to welcome Him!

REFLECTING the LORD during
“hard visits” …?

In times of hardship or calamity, will we worry
about what is happening to us or will we wonder
about what God is doing for us?

In times of hardship or calamity, will are we worrying
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In times of hardship or calamity, are we worrying about
what is happening to or wondering about what God is
doing for us?

COVID-19 “Pandemic”?
Did our words/works reflect the love of God more … or less?
Were our actions more sacrificial or more selfish?

ECONOMIC “Slow Down”?
Are our words/works reflecting the generosity of the LORD?
Will our giving increase or will it decrease?

A New POLITICAL Cycle?
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In times of hardship or calamity, are we worrying about
what is happening to or wondering about what God is
doing for us?

COVID-19 “Pandemic”?
Did our words/works reflect the love of God more … or less?
Were our actions more self-denying or more selfish?

ECONOMIC “Slow Down”?
Are our words/works reflecting the generosity of the LORD?
Will our giving increase or will it decrease?

A Fresh POLITICAL Cycle?

Seek the LORD to Live!
(AMOS 5:14-17)

Do Turn to the LORD in REPENTANCE!
v16-17 … therefore, thus says the Lord, the God of hosts, the Lord: “In all
the squares there shall be wailing, and in all the streets they shall say,
‘Alas! Alas!’ They shall call the farmers to mourning and to wailing those
who are skilled in lamentation, and in all vineyards, there shall be wailing,
for I will pass through your midst,” says the Lord …
Pass through = Divine Visit

