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ECCLESIASTES 12:14 … God will bring every deed 
into judgment, with every secret thing, whether 

good or evil.
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The Earth Set On Fire …



What drives God’s People to close their 
ears to the words of God? 



Unable to Bear?
Amos 7

I. God’s People are UNABLE to BEAR …  
• DIVINE JUSTICE … v1-6
• The WEIGHT of their SIN … v7-9
• The TRUTH about their nation … v10-13

II. Amos is UNABLE to be SILENT … v14-17



Unable to Bear 
“Divine Justice”

(Amos 7:1-6)

… it must start 
here!
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Two Devasting Judgments …?

God’s highest priority and deepest delight and first reaction –
His heart – is merciful and gracious … 

God is provoked to anger … not once are we told that God is 
“provoked to love” or “provoked to mercy.” His anger requires 

provocation; his mercy is pent up, ready to gush forth …                     
at the slightest prick.

(Dane Ortlund – Gently and Lowly, p148)

PSALM 103:8 … the LORD is merciful and gracious, slow 
to anger and abounding in steadfast love … 



AMOS 7:1 … this is what the LORD God showed me: behold, he was 
forming locusts when the latter growth was just beginning to sprout, and 
behold, it was the latter growth after the king's mowing’s …  

Latter growth = wheat
After the kings mowing = the people’s share

UNABLE to bear DIVINE JUSTICE
(Amos 7)



AMOS 7:4 … this is what the LORD God showed me: behold, the LORD 
God was calling for a judgment by fire, and it devoured the great deep 
and was eating up the land …  

Judgment by fire = severe drought or actual fire exhausting waters

UNABLE to bear DIVINE JUSTICE
(Amos 7)



AMOS 7:4 … this is what the LORD God showed me: behold, the LORD 
God was calling for a judgment by fire, and it devoured the great deep 
and was eating up the land …  

DEUTERONOMY 32:22 … a fire is kindled by my anger, and it burns 
to the depths of Sheol, devours the earth and its increase … 
2 PETER 3:10 … the heavenly bodies will be burned up … and the 
earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed … 

UNABLE to bear DIVINE JUSTICE
(Amos 7)



AMOS 7:2,5 … when (the locusts) had finished eating the grass of the 
land, I said, “O LORD God, please forgive! How can Jacob stand? He is so 
small!”…  (v5) … then I said, “O LORD God, please cease! How can Jacob 
stand? He is so small!”

The “1st among the nations” is too small to survive divine justice!
No dispute that the punishment is unjust or undeserving!

UNABLE to bear DIVINE JUSTICE
(Amos 7)



AMOS 7:2,5 … when (the locusts) had finished eating the grass of the 
land, I said, “O LORD God, please forgive! How can Jacob stand? He is so 
small!”…  (v5) … then I said, “O LORD God, please cease! How can Jacob 
stand? He is so small!”

GENESIS 18:22f … Abraham intercedes for Lot and his family 
EXODUS 32:11f … Moses intercedes for the people on Sinai

UNABLE to bear DIVINE JUSTICE
(Amos 7)



AMOS 7:3,6 … the LORD relented concerning this: “It shall not be,” said 
the LORD … (v6) … the LORD relented concerning this: “This also shall not 
be,” said the LORD God … 

God is immutable (unchanging) …? 

NUMBERS 23:19 … God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of 
man, that he should change his mind …  

UNABLE to bear DIVINE JUSTICE
(Amos 7)



Unable to Bear 
“the Weight of 

their Sin”
(Amos 7:7-9)

… the nation is ready 
to buckle!



AMOS 7:7-8 … this is what he showed me: behold, 
the LORD was standing beside a wall built with a 
plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. And the 
LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I 
said, “A plumb line.” Then the LORD said, “Behold, I 
am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people 
Israel; I will never again pass by them …

Unable to bear … the WEIGHT of their SIN
(Amos 7:7-9)

The time for judgment has arrived! Are God’s people “plumb?”



The wall is 
“Out of Plumb”



AMOS 7:7-8 … this is what he showed me: behold, 
the LORD was standing beside a wall built with a 
plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. And the 
LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I 
said, “A plumb line.” Then the LORD said, “Behold, I 
am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people 
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Unable to bear … the WEIGHT of their SIN
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The time for judgment has arrived! Are God’s people “plumb?”



ZECHARIAH 4:10 … whoever has despised the day of small things shall 
rejoice and shall see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel … 

ISAIAH 28:16-17 … “Behold, I (LORD God) am the one who has laid as 
a foundation in Zion, a stone, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone, 

of a sure foundation: ‘Whoever believes will not be in haste.’ And I 
will make justice the line, and righteousness the plumb line …

God will make His People “PLUMB!”



AMOS 7:9 … the high places of Isaac shall be made 
desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid 
waste, and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam
with the sword”…

Unable to bear … the WEIGHT of their SIN
(Amos 7:7-9)

High Places of Isaac = Beersheba

Sanctuaries of Israel = Bethel and Dan (sacred cows)

House of Jeroboam = Royal family leading the people to sin 



Unable to Bear 
“the Truth about 

the Nation!”
(Amos 7:10-13)

… time to attack the 
messenger!



AMOS 7:10-11 … then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam 
king of Israel, saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the midst of the 
house of Israel. The land is not able to bear all his words. For thus Amos 
has said, “‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile 
away from his land.’”

Amos has EXPOSED the ORDER Amaziah has GROWN to LOVE! 

Unable to Bear the TRUTH …
(Amos 7:10-13)



AMOS 7:12-13 … Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the 
land of Judah, and eat bread there, and prophesy there, but never again 
prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king's sanctuary, and it is a temple of the 
kingdom.”

Amaziah impugns the motive because he despises the message!
Dismissing the LORD God to remain “loyal” to what Israel has become!

Unable to Bear the TRUTH …
(Amos 7:10-13)



Unable to      
“Keep Silent!”

(Amos 7:14-17)

… do not prophesy 
against Israel? 



AMOS 7:14-16a … then Amos answered and said to Amaziah, “I was no 
prophet, nor a prophet's son, but I was a herdsman and a dresser of 
sycamore figs. But the Lord took me from following the flock, and the 
LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ Now therefore hear 
the word of the LORD … 

Amos declines to correct the false accusations …  
He appeals to his “burden” to prophesy!

Unable to Keep SILENT…
(Amos 7:14-17)



ISAIAH 62:1 … for Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's 
sake I will not be quiet …   

ACTS 5:28-29 … we strictly charged you not to teach in Jesus’ name, yet 
here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to 
bring this man's blood upon us.” But Peter and the apostles answered, 
“We must obey God rather than men!”  

ACTS 4:19-20 … Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in 
the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, for 
we cannot but speak of what we have seen and hear … 

I CORINTHIANS 9:16 … woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!

Do Not Prophesy …?
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AMOS 7:16b-17 … You say, ‘Do not prophesy against Israel, and do not 
preach against the house of Isaac.’ Therefore, thus says the Lord: “‘Your 
wife shall be a prostitute in the city, and your sons and your daughters 
shall fall by the sword, and your land shall be divided up with a 
measuring line; you yourself shall die in an unclean land, and Israel shall 
surely go into exile away from its land.’” 

You say, we will not hear of exile! 
The LORD says, it shall happen! 

Unable to Keep SILENT…
(Amos 7:14-17)



What drives God’s people to close their 
ears to God’s word? 



Unable to bear the truth?

Unable to bear divine justice?  

Unable to bear the weight of our sin?
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Unable to bear the truth?

Unable to bear divine justice?  

Unable to bear the weight of our sin?

What drives God’s people 
to close their ears to 

God’s word? 



ISAIAH 53:4 … surely, he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; 
yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he 
was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his 
wounds we are healed … 

1 PETER 2:24 … He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that 
we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have 
been healed. For you were straying like sheep but have now returned 
to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

The One who will bear the weight of our sin! 



ISAIAH 53:4 … surely, he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; 
yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he 
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1 PETER 2:24 … He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that 
we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have 
been healed. For you were straying like sheep but have now returned 
to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

The One who will bear the weight of our sin!



The God of Amos is merciful. 
He is gracious, slow to anger, 
and executes wrath in a way 
that salvages a hope and a 
remnant among His people. 

At its core, the gospel, like the 
book of Amos, is a message 
of mercy. – Bryan Chapell




