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NEW
and 

IMPROVED?



Believers have 
HOPE
in the 

COMING INHERITANCE 
which is 

ANCHORED
in God’s

PROMISE,
NAME,

and SON!



My hope is not in being accepted 
with my sinful nature intact … 

my hope is in being accepted by 
the One who can recreate me 

without my sinful nature! 



JESUS –
the NEW Priest 

of the 
NEW Covenant

MELCHIZEDEK – a 
Canaanite Priest-King

JESUS – the Judean  
Priest-King

A BETTER Covenant –
mediated by the

RIGHT Priest
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MELCHIZEDEK:
a Canaanite
Priest-King



1.  LINEAGE à they are sons of ABRAHAM 
(LUKE 3:8 … God can make these stones sons of Abraham)

2.  LAW à they have MOSES and the Law! 
(LUKE 18:9-14 … the Tax Collector and the Pharisee) 

3.  NATIONALISM à they are ISRAELITES, God’s chosen! 
(MATTHEW 28:19 … God chooses from all peoples and nations)

INFERIOR MEDIATORS
(functioning as “co-accessors” to God Most High)



MELCHIZEDEK – a Canaanite 
Priest-King

GENESIS 14:17-20 …  after Abraham’s return 
from the defeat of … the kings … the king of 
Sodom went out to meet him … and 
Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread 
and wine. (He was priest of God Most High.)
And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be 
Abram by God Most High, Possessor of heaven 
and earth; and blessed be God Most High, who 
has delivered your enemies into your hand!” 
And Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 



MELCHIZEDEK … is Greater than 
Abraham!

HEBREWS 7:1-2a … Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of 
the Most High God, met Abraham returning from the 
slaughter of the kings and blessed him, and to him 
Abraham apportioned a tenth part of everything … 

Melchizedek is PRIEST of the Supreme God
Abraham RECEIVED a blessing from him

Abraham PRESENTED a tithe to him



HEBREWS 7:2b … He is first, by translation of his name, 
king of righteousness, and then he is also king of Salem, 
that is, king of peace … 

King of (Jeru) SALEM = King of PEACE (shalom)
Melchi-zedek = my king is RIGHTEOUSNESS 

MELCHIZEDEK … his name tells                
his story!



HEBREWS 7:3 … he is without father or mother or 
genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end 
of life, but resembling the Son of God he continues a 
priest forever … 

LITERAL understanding = “PRE-INCARNATE” Christ visit
TYPOLOGICAL understanding = a “TYPE” of Christ

(Presented “like” the Son, “as though” he had no lineage or grave) 

MELCHIZEDEK … “resembles” the               
Son of God!



HEBREWS 7:4-10 … those descendants of Levi … have a commandment 
… to take tithes … but this man … received tithes from Abraham (and 
blessed him who had the promises). It is beyond dispute that the inferior 
is blessed by the superior … in the one case tithes are received by mortal 
men, but in the other case, by one of whom it is testified that he lives. 
One might even say that Levi himself … paid tithes through Abraham, for 
he was still in the loins of his ancestor when Melchizedek met him … 

Levite Priests TOOK TITHES from Israelites because they lacked land
Melchizedek RECEIVED TITHES from Abraham because of his position 

Levite deaths are recorded, Melchizedek’s death is not

MELCHIZEDEK … greater than Levi! 
(priests of the “old order”)



MELCHIZEDEK … a “TYPE” of Christ!

King of a Salem REAL king 

Priest of God Most High REAL priest 

Greater than Abraham FACTUAL

Greater than Levi FACTUAL

No “beginning or end” FIGURATIVE



JESUS: 
the Judean
Priest-King!



BOUNDARY Created by LAW!

Tribe of JUDAH

KINGS!

Tribe of LEVI

PRIESTS!



PSALM 110:2, 4 … the LORD sends forth from Zion your mighty scepter. 
Rule in the midst of your enemies … the LORD has  sworn and will not 
change his mind, “You are a priest forever after the order of 
Melchizedek.”

ZECHARIAH 6:12-13 … ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, “Behold, the man 
whose name is the Branch: for he shall branch out from  his place, and 
he shall build the temple of the Lord. It is he who shall build the 
temple of the Lord and shall bear royal honor and shall sit and rule on 
his throne. And there shall be a priest on his throne, and the counsel                  
of peace shall be between them both.”’

A KING … and a PRIEST?
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HEBREWS 7:11-14 … if perfection had been attainable through the 
Levitical priesthood … what further need would there have been for 
another priest to arise after the order of Melchizedek … for (Jesus) … 
belonged to another tribe, from which no one has ever served at the 
altar … our Lord was descended from Judah, and in connection with that 
tribe Moses said nothing about priests … 

OLD ORDER High Priests à FOUNDED by the LAW of MOSES
NEW ORDER High Priest à NOT FOUNDED by the LAW of MOSES

JESUS … a new order 
of Priest!



HEBREWS 7:15-19 … another priest arises in the likeness of Melchizedek, 
who has become a priest, not based on a legal requirement concerning 
bodily descent, but by the power of an indestructible life. 
For it is witnessed of him, “You are a priest forever, after the order of 
Melchizedek” … a former commandment is set aside because of its 
weakness and uselessness … a better hope is introduced through which 
we draw near to God … 

Jesus CONQUERED sin (indestructible)! 
He brings a BETTER HOPE! He can lead us into the PRESENCE of GOD!

JESUS … an indestructible 
Priest!



A BETTER Covenant 
mediated 

by the 
RIGHT Priest!



2 CORINTHIANS 3:6 … our sufficiency is from 
God, who has made us sufficient to be 

ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter 
but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the 

Spirit gives life.

A Better Covenant!



HEBREWS 7:20-22 … those who formerly became priests were made 
such without an oath, but this one was made a priest with an oath by 
the one who said to him: “The Lord has sworn and will not change his 
mind, ‘You are a priest forever.’” This makes Jesus the guarantor of a 
better covenant …

Jesus is a priest forever by the oath from God!
He is the “underwriter” of the new covenant!

The PRIEST … sworn                           
by GOD!



HEBREWS 7:23-25 … the former priests were many in number, because 
they were prevented by death from continuing in office, but he holds his 
priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. Consequently, 
he is able to save to the uttermost (completely) those who draw near to 
God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.

Aaronic priests sinned … sin brought death … the job was incomplete!
Jesus is without sin … He lives forever … He will finish the job!

The PRIEST … who saves        
COMPLETELY!



“Never will I leave you or 
forsake you!”



HEBREWS 7:26-28 … it was indeed fitting that we should have such a 
high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and 
exalted above the heavens. He has no need … to offer sacrifices daily, 
first for his own sins and then for those of the people, since he did this 
once for all when he offered up himself … the word of the oath … 
appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever …

The PERFECT priest to lead us into the presence of a HOLY God!
The Sinless CHIRST + Temptation = Still Sinless (made PERFECT)

The PRIEST … suitable for a         
HOLY God!



Now What …? 



Why might I be     
pursuing  a “different”  

high priest? 



Why might I be pursing a “DIFFERENT”   
high priest?

1. Am I not EXCITED about going in behind 
the veil?

2. Am I still CLINGING to my “old nature”?
3. Am I losing HOPE?
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Why might I be pursuing a “DIFFERENT”   
high priest?

1. Am I not EXCITED about going in “behind 
the veil”?

2. Am I still CLINGING to my “old nature”?
3. Am I “losing HOPE”?



When you lose hope, everything 
changes. Your heart wants the 

opposite of what it really needs!
(Kalmar Wingfeather, The Warden and the Wolf 

King by Andrew Peterson)
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