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The PURPOSE of a MODEL:
1) to INTRODUCE the NAÏVE
2) to STRENGTHEN the WEAK



The DANGER of a MODEL:
1) PREFERING the model over the REAL

2) SEEING the model as the REAL  



Is it a MODEL or is it REAL?



Is it a MODEL or is it REAL?



The WEAK 
made 

STRONG!

I. God MEETS His people in a “MERE SHADOW” (v1-5)

II. God PREPARES His people through a “WEAK WILL” (v6-13)

III. So that the WEAK (believer) is made STRONG (in Christ)!

God is using “inferior” models or shadows to lead us to long      
for and persevere in Christ!



A MERE
SHADOW?
(Hebrews 8:1-5)



HEBREWS 8:1-2 … now the point … is this: we have such a high priest, 
one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in 
heaven, a minister in the holy places … 

Christ is our HIGH PRIEST – our advocate (intermediary)
Christ was MADE PERFECT – sinless + tested = proven perfect

Christ rose into THE HEAVENS – conquering death (indestructible)
Christ is SEATED – completed the atoning work for our sin 

Christ is MINISTERING – serving as our “sanctifying” intercessor  

A MERE SHADOW?
(Hebrews 8:1-5)



HEBREWS 8:1-2 … now the point … is this: we have such a high priest, 
one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in 
heaven, a minister in the holy places, in the true tent that the Lord 
pitched, not man … 

Ministering in the “true tent” in the heavens pitched by God?
Why would God instruct Moses to pitch a “model tent?”

A MERE SHADOW?
(Hebrews 8:1-5)



HEBREWS 8:3-4 … every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and 
sacrifices; thus, it is necessary for this priest (Jesus) also to have 
something to offer. Now if Jesus were on earth, he would not be a priest 
at all, since there are priests who offer gifts according to the law …

Jesus did not offer in the “shadow tent(s)” pitched by man …
Christ offered Himself once for all in the “true tent” pitched by God!  

A MERE SHADOW?
(Hebrews 8:1-5)



HEBREWS 8:5 … (Levitical priests) serve a copy and shadow of the 
heavenly things. For when Moses was about to erect the tent, he was 
instructed by God, saying, “See that you make everything according to 
the pattern” …

EXODUS 25:8-9 … let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell  
in their midst. Exactly as I show you concerning the pattern of the 
tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so you shall make it.

Jesus never made a sacrifice in a tent built by man!

A MERE SHADOW?
(Hebrews 8:1-5)



Are these “INFERIOR MODELS” effectively leading us 
to PERSEVERE in Christ?

Models are given to make us hunger for the true tent!
They never are meant to replace the true tent!



A WEAK
WILL?

(Hebrews 8:6-13)



HEBREWS 8:6-7 … Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more
excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is 
enacted on better promises. For if that first covenant had been faultless, 
there would have been no occasion to look for a second … 

COVENANT = SOLEMN AGREEMENT 
What made the first covenant “faulty” or weak?

The fault is not just in us … it is us!

A WEAK WILL?
(Hebrews 8:6-13)



HEBREWS 8:8a … for God finds fault with them …

EXODUS 24:7 … then Moses took the Book of the Covenant and 
read it in the hearing of the people. And they said, “All that the Lord 
has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient.” And Moses took 
the blood and threw it on the people … 

A Conditional Covenant … that is broken again and again!
God knew them. They needed to know themselves!

A WEAK WILL?
(Hebrews 8:6-13)



What can be done with a 
“WEAK Will?”

LUKE 18:27 … then who can be saved? Jesus said, “What 
is impossible with man is possible with God.”  

This is GOOD NEWS!
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UNCONDITIONAL COVENANT
I fail to meet the condition, but God blesses me anyway …?

This would NOT be GOOD NEWS!
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through the Spirit of Christ in me!



What can be done with a 
“WEAK Will?”

CONTRA-CONDITIONAL COVENANT
I fail to meet the condition, but God meets it for me and 

through the Spirit of Christ in me!

1 THESSALONIANS 5:23-24 … may the God of peace himself 
sanctify you completely and may your whole spirit and soul and 
body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it! 



JEREMIAH 31:31-34 

Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the 
covenant … that they broke …

A covenant including all those “grafted in” (Rom 11)
A covenant where Christ will meet the condition!

HEBREWS 8:8-12
A New FAULTLESS Covenant



JEREMIAH 31:31-34 
I will put my laws into their minds, and write them on their hearts … 
(Spirit of Christ in us)
I will be their God, and they shall be my people … (Name of Christ)
They shall not teach, each one his neighbor and each one hisbrother, 
saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest … (Ministry of Christ)
I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins 
no more … (Sacrifice of Christ)
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A New FAULTLESS Covenant
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(Spirit of Christ in us)
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JEREMIAH 31:31-34 
I will put my laws into their minds, and write them on their hearts … 
(Spirit of Christ in us)
I will be their God and they shall be my people… (Name of Christ on us)
They shall not teach, each one his neighbor and each one hisbrother, 
saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest … (Ministry of Christ through us)
I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins 
no more … (Sacrifice of Christ)
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JEREMIAH 31:31-34 
I will put my laws into their minds, and write them on their hearts … 
(Spirit of Christ in us)
I will be their God and they shall be my people… (Name of Christ on us)
They shall not teach, each one his neighbor and each one hisbrother, 
saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest … (Ministry of Christ through us)
I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins 
no more … (Intercession of Christ for us)

HEBREWS 8:8-12
A New FAULTLESS Covenant



It INTRODUCES us to our US!
My will is UNFAITHFUL – we will ALL break faith!

Christ’s SPIRIT is FAITHFUL – He will NEVER break faith!

So … how does our
“WEAK WILL”   

lead us to 
PERSEVERE in Christ?



The WEAK (believer)
made

STRONG (in Christ)!

God using inferior models, copies, or shadows to lead us   
to long for and persevere in Christ!

What is the ROLE of my CHURCH? Camp?
What is the ROLE of my (weak) WILL?



Preparing us for the 
REAL …

CHURCH (CAMP) is only a MODEL TENT … 
1. Making us HUNGER for the majesty and glory of the REAL 

new heavens and new earth!
2. Making us LONG to join the REAL countless multitudes, 

glorifying Christ! 



Preparing us for the 
REAL …

The PERFECT Law EXPOSES my WEAK Will … 
1. Introducing to me to the REAL me (weak and fallen) that I 

may know the REAL God (strong and merciful)!
2. Making me long for the REAL me in Christ that will be 

SANCTIFIED and finally GLORIFIED!
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